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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read prayers.

QUESTION--AGRICCLTURAL BANK

AND MACHINERY MANUFAC-
TURERS.
Mr. BATH asked the Minister for

Agrienlture; What are the specific rates
of pay and conditions of employment to
be observed by local manufacturers of
agricultural implements, as approved by
the trustees of the Agricultural Bank, to
entitle such manufacturers to be regis-
tered under the provisions of “The Agri-

eultural Rank Aet Amendment Act,
1909”2 :
The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-

TURE replied : Blacksmiths, Perih and
Fremantle, 10s. to 11s. per day; body-
makers, Perth and Fremantle, 11s. to 12s.
per day; wheelwrights, Perth and Fre-
mantle, 11s. to 12s. per day; painters,
Perth and Fremantle, 10s. 6d. to 11s.
per day; trimmers, Perth and Fremantle,
10s. 6d. to 12s. per day; strikers, Perth
and Fremantle, 7s. to 8s, per day; fitters,
Perth and Fremantle, 10s. to 11s. Gd. per
day: improvers, Perth and Fremantle, 8.
to 8s. 6d. per day: labourers. Perth and
Fremantle. 7. to 8s. per dax: drillers,
TPerth and Fremantle, 7s. G, per day;
turners, Perth and Fremantle. 1is. per
day; moulders. Perth and Fremantle, 11s.
per day; furnacemen, Perth and Fre-
mantle, 7s. Gd. per dax; eight hours per
day. The trustees consider that the rates
of pay are satisfactory in all eases ex-
cept in regard 1o unskilled labour, and
they lope to see the rate increased to a
mininam of Ss. per day.
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QUESTION—LABOUR BUREAU,
REPORTS ON EMPLOYEES.

Mr. BATH "asked the Premier: 1, Is
it the practice of the Government Labour
Bureau to file reports of employers in re-
gard to employees which have been sent
to them through the ageney of the bu-
reau? 2, Has such been done in regard
to any partienlar instancest 3, If so,
will he take steps to see that the opinions
of employees are also registered?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
Yes. 3, This is already done.

QUESTION—AGENT GENERAL'S
OFFICE, REORGANISATION,

Mr. BATH asked the Premier: 1,
Will he place before Parliament a report
of the result of his investigations into the
working of the Agent General's office in
London and his plan for the reorganisa-
tion of same? 2, What are the future
intentions of the Government in regard
to—{(a.) The appointment of the Agent
General, and (b.) The future conduet of
that office?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
Tt is intended to appoint an Agent Gen-
eral when the report referred to has been
dealt with,

QUESTION—ELECTORATE BOUND-
ARIES.

Mr. HORAN asked the Premier: 1,
Is it the intention of the Government to
appoint a non-political Commission to
adjust the boundaries of the proposed
new electorates? 2, If not, is the Pre-
mier salisfied that any re-arrangement
made departmentally will absolve the
Government from partisanship therein?

The PREMIER replied: 1. No. 2,
Yes, if the matter is impartially con-
<tdered.

QUESTION—MIXES LOAN TO CAL-
LION GM. COMPANY.

Mr. MURPHY asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Was an application made by
the Cullion Gold Mining Company for a
Lran of £14100 from the Mining Develop-
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ment Vote. If so, when, and for what
purpose? 2, By what officers, and when
was it recommended?¥ 3, Was it submit-
ted and approved by Cabinet? 4, Was
a request made to amend the original ap-
plication by the erection of a mill in lien
of a rvock drilling plant? 5. Was the
amended application approved by the
officers of the deparfment? G, Was the
amended application submitted and ap-
proved by Cabinet?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1, An application was made on the
5th July, 1907, to assist in the purchase
of a boiler, winch, rock drill plaut, ete,
to cost £2,783. 2, It was favourably ve-
ported upon by Inspector Greenard on
the 16th July, 1907, and by the Btaie
Mining Engineer on the 25th July, 1907,
who considered a good case for assist-
anee as the company had already ex-
pended £3,843, and proposed also to erect
a hattery. 3, Yes, on the 16th Anungust,
10G7, and this Honse was so advised in
answer to a qnestion by Mr. Seaddan on
the 10th September, 1907, and later in
veply to a further gnestion by Mr. Bath
on the 6th November. 4, Yes, on the 14th
Qctober, 1907; and on the 16th April,
1908, in veply to a further request, the
Minister replied that the offer of £1,000
would hold goond if the company erected
a ten-head mill, gave crushing facilities fo
the public, and good security. but subject
to ('abinet approval. 5, Yes, by the
State Mining Engineer. #. Yes, on 16/
10/1908.

QUESTION — SEWERAGE
FREMANTLE.

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Minister tor
Works: When is it the intention of the
Goverument to proeeed with a further in-
stalment of the sewerage works at Fre-
mantle?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 'The first reficularion area is now
nearly ready. Il is expected that it will
be gazetied under the Act about the 27th
inst.. ziving the statatory month’s notice,
after which the work will be put in
hand.

[14]
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QUESTION—STATE FIRE INSUR-
ANCE.

Mr. SCADDAN asked the Premier:
In view of the actions of the fire insur-
ance companies in raising their rates
sinee the passing of “The Fire Brigades
Aet, 1909.” in some cases as much as 50
per cent., will the Government consider
the desirability of introducing a measure
to provide State fire insorance?

The PREMIER replied: I am pre-
pared to have inquiries made as to what
increase. it any, has been made since the
passing of the 1909 Act, but I am not
aware that the rates have been raised.

BILLS (2)—-FIRST READING.

1, Early Closing Aet. 1902, Awend-
nient Ac¢t (introduced by Mr. Angwin).

2. Roads (introduced by the Minister
fur Works).

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day— Conclusion.

Resumed from the previous day.

Mr. MeDOWALL  (Coolyardie): I
am pertectly well aware in rising to
spenk on the Address-in-Reply that it
will be very diffienlt indeed for me to
find any pew wmatter. I think it must be
admitted that all the questions have been
debated almost from every possible point
of view; but T think that the only mmai-
ter which might really be considered new
would be the visit of the Premier to Eng-
land. New as that is, however, the diary
has been entered into so extensively that
I shall refrain from allnding to it fur-
ther than to =ay that I helieve the Pre-
niter honestly and conscientiously did his
duty towards the State during that trip
to the old eountry. YWhile it is difficult
to find anything new to speak about, I
certainly think it is incambent upon me
to speak my mind upon various subjeets
that are introduced iute the Guvernor's
Speech. The first watter that I desire
to refer to is in connertion with the
Transcontinental railway. and that para-
wraph in the Speech which says—

Feeling that the delay in beginning
the construction of the Trans-Austra-
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lian railway is fraught not omnly with
srveat injury to the interests of West-
ern Australia, but is alse a menace to
the safely of the Commeonwealth as a
whole, my Advisers are of opinion
that rather than incur a further indefi-
pite postponement, the project should
be undertaken by the two Stafes
throngh whose terrvitory the Hne will
pass.

AMr. Underwood: That is only a joke.

Mr. MecDOWALL: The member for
Pilbara says it is only a joke. [t may
be a joke, but T would remind the hen.
member who is always endeavouring to
make jokes mnot to take things so
serivusly.

Alr. Undevwood :
of ihat one.

Mr. McDOWALL: In connection with
this matler I certainly think with the
member for Pilbara that it is a ridieu-
lons thing to place in the Governor's
Speech. This high falufin business in
eonsequence of Mr. King 0'Malley mak-
ing” an unofficial statement is, to my
mind. altogether undignified. What was
the necessily for it? It seems extraot-
dinary that high falutin business of this
kind should be indulged in the moment
the Ifederal Labour party come into ex-
istence, when we know perfectly well
that for many vears past little or no
notice has been taken of the matier, and
during all that time Sir Joln Forresi oe-
cnpied a Ministerial position in the Fed-
eral Cabinel. We further know as far as
this guestion is concerned that it was the
Lahour Ministry that pushed the survey
through, We know furthev that if it
had not been for the neglect of Sir John
Forrest at the inception of Federation,
the Transcontinental railway would have
been made a condition of Federation.
Now, T think to mention the matter in
this way is certainly unnecessary and un-
called for. Further, we mnst reslise that
the laie Prime Minister dealing with the
matier stated he would be disappointed
if it were not dealt with during the eom-
ing Parliament. Contrast that state-
ment with the ealm, dignified utterances
ot the present Prime Minister, who de-
clavdd distinetly that it was part of the

I shonld be ashamed
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policy of the Labour party, and it would
be pushed on as soon as possible. Uwrder
the eircumstances I take this as a direct
tilt at the Labonr party in eonnection
with this matter. When the subject was
referred to it was discovered at once,
that we had valuable land even in
the far interior of Western Aus-
lralia and we are told that the
country  Mr. (’Malley wanted 1o ob-
tain from this State would represent
something like two and & half millious
sterling. Now, I marvel thal everywhere
in thix State magnificent land can be
found for all purposes except in the
divection of Esperance Bay, I know
the Esperanee railway also is not n new
subject. but at the same time I think
every goldtields member has the right
to declare that he believes that railway
should be constructed. We have heard
so mueh in eonnection with this matter
from the recent deputation to the Pre-
mier, so many statistics have been fur-
nished, that it is not my intention fo la-
bour the question. But we, on the gold-
fields, realise there is land in that diree-
tion, and that from many points of view
this railway should be construeted, T
want to say I think the agrienltural
poliecy of the Government is running
mad. T do not wish to be misunderstood;
I believe as firmly in the development of
the agricultural vesources as anyone can
piessibly do, but at the same time I think
they should not bhe developed to the nex-
lect of every other industry in the State.
That seems to be the position at the pre-
sent time. It might appear unnecessary
to speak upon this guestion and upon
goldfields matters generally to any greai
extent; because I think nearly all resi-
dents of the State realise the vast im-
portance of the goldfields, But when we
have men of the calibre of Sir Walter
James and his late opponent, Mr. Nath-
aniel Harper, speaking disparagingly
of the goldfields it is, I think, for us to
show in a marked manner the importance
of those goldfields to the State. At Bev-
erley Sir Walter James said there were
three great industries, mining, farming,
and timber.

Mr. Underwood: That was a joke,
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Mr. MeDOWALL : Everything is a
joke according to the member for Pil-
bara, execept when he himself is speaking.

Mr. Buicher: Then he is the joke him-
self.

Mr. MeDOWALL @ Then, as an hon.
member has interjected, he is the joke
himself. Of course I know that he
intends then to be a joke.  SHll,
although in consermence of his extensive
information the member for Pilhara may
realise that these uiterancées at Beverley
were merely by way of joke, tlere are
thousands of people in the State who
wonld not see the joke of it, and it is
in consequence of this that I am mention-
ing the matter. It was deeclared by Sir
Walter James that the life of the timber
industry was, unhappily, short; and
mining, he regretted to say, was showing
signs of shrinking. The agricultural in-
dustry, however, was growing and ex-
panding. Agrienlture lay at the root of
the State’s prosperity, and mineral de-
velopment was no good unless it helped
to settle the lands of the State. Now, if
that is not agriculture run mad, I shounld
like to know what it is. The goldfields
are no good except they tend towards the
settlement of the agrieultural lands of
the State. That, of eourse, is a joke, I
agree with the member for Pilbara; hut it
is a joke ealculated to do considerable
injury, and one that we should not allow
to pass. Mr. Harper, in the conrse of
his eampaign, also made remarks not com-
plimentary to the goldfields—remarks
that certainly are not borne out by facis.

Mr. Heitmann: And the goldfields have
made remarks oot complimentarv to Mr.
Harper.

Mr. MeDOWALL: The goldfields have
served to make him comfortable, and he
should be the last to speak disparagingly
of them. However, I am nol interesied
in ihe petty affairs of an individual; it is
only because these matfers have been
mentioned in this way that I desire to
raise my voice in protest, and at the same
time to protest against the neglect of an
indusiry that has made this State. Under
the circumstances ean we wonder that
mining members object to this sort of
thing? 1In the Governor's Speech il is
set ont that the mining industry eontinnes

to be a great factor in the prosperity
of the eouniry. We are told that most
encouraging reporis have lately been re-
ceived from varions portions of the auri-
ferous areas eteetera. ¥ Continued de-
velopments 1hrongh the existence of pay-
able gold at great depth”—and so on it
goes, But I cannot help observing that
notwithstanding this there is no appaient
desire on the part of the Government to
tallc ahout the encouragement of (he great
mining industry, Now, contrast this with
the paragraph concerning agricultural
railways. “Recognising that mach of the
future prosperity of the State depends on
the rapid construciion of railways” et-
cetera, ‘‘an advisory board has heen ap-
pointed.” Also, *n comprehensive
scheme of agrieultural railway extension
will therefore be submitted.” There is to
be all this enconragement for agriculture.
Undersiand that T am not objeeting to
any sich encouragement ; T am simply en-
deavonring to point out that this and
other industries are being pushed for-
ward to the deiriment of the goldlelds.
Now. in order that we might look into the
guestion of the sources of the wealth of
the State let us glance at the abstraci of
aceounts for the year just ended. The
total i1evenue amounted to £3,657,670.
Now, stripping this of all verhiage—I
mean, rveducing it practieallv to a profit
and loss statement, taking away from the
trading coneerns the eontras, and bring-
ing the whole down to net revenue—-we
have something like £2,187,000. We have
£2,226,036 with a debit balance, so far as
the law costs are concerned, of £38,837,
placing to the credit of this uet
revenue account £2,137,199. That money
has been applied as follows:—Loan Acts,
£1,003,204; special Aets, £535,545; His Ex-
celleney the Governor, etcetera, £14,769;
the Treasurer, £175,901; the Minister for
Agricnlture, £58,539; the Colonial Seere-
tavy, £345,572. Of course, you under-
standd T am ftaking the eontras off and
bringing it all down to a net revenne ac-
count. Then there was electoral and
Crown law, £15,213; edueation, £133,699.
and public works £124,819, leaving a
balance to eredit of £209,938, whicl, of
course, reduced our deficit. Now T have
sply dealt with that beeause T wish. if 1
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e¢nn, 1o illustrate the sources of revenne
of the State. From faxation we have only
£322,056; the railways produced £537,300
—that is, taking off the £1,500 for the
Commissioner’s salary which is paid un-
der a special A¢t. The Commonwealth
return gave us £703,723. 1 could give
you all the details, but I desire merely to
point out that nearly the whole of the
revenue is from indireet taxation to which
the whole of the country contributes.
And, the wealth heing so largely pro-
duced by the poldfields, my object is to
show that they are deseming of much
greater consideration than tliey appear to
be getting. The profit of the railways
this year amounted {v £537,390. Now
that is largely made up of traffic on the
Easiern Goldfields line; and in a gold-
fields’ publication issued some time ago,
when we were agitating for the Esperance
rallway—the Minister for Mines smiles,
but T feel eonvinced he wili he unable to
disprove this—it was staled that sinee
the construction of the line the Eastern
Goldfields have returned, over and above
inlerest and working expenses, the
£1,300,000 which the line cost. That being
£0 it necessarily follows that the reveuue
which has been produced in this evnnee-
tion is revenne hronght into the coffers of
the State—to pay the general delts and
expenses of the State—very larzely hy
the people of the goldfields. Under these
circumstances my object is to try to bring
home as well as I can the necessity tn
foster an industry that has heen of so
tueh importance to the State, At this
stage let me repeat that, so far from ii~
being my desire to injure anv other in-
dustry, I will be just as pleased as any
other member to do what T ean to help
such other industry forward. Again, we
are told that onr yields are diminishing
considerably. Yet the mining report says
that 1.070 more men are employed this
vear than last year. We have no fewer
than 12,336 men engaged in the mining
industry in this State; that is more than
the white men emploved in the farming.
pastoral. orchard, and all other indusiries
of that kind. as I shall presently show. Tt
is the indunstry that brings the revenue-
producing power to the State, and has
enabled the State to reach the prond posi-
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tion thai is hers to-day. 1 know that
duriug this debate the Minisler for Mines
has given you tgures which are more np
to date than 1 ean rive, hecause 1 must
of necessity confine myself to the last
mining report. From that we find that
the dividends paid last year amounted to
£1,350.115, while the total dividends paid
amount to £20,523,010. Looking wto the
exports of the State we find gold iz of
paramount importance. Last year the ex-
ports were—gold £3,720,265 (the total

produclion  was  £6,776.274);  wool,
£1,013,180; timber, £367,419; wheat.
£129,025. and pearls £274,960. Ho far

as wheat is concerned I think for the first
five months of this year it has reached
ahont €330,000, and we must admit that
the prodnetion and export of wheat have
rapidly advanced, but it is the gold in-
dustry that produces the wealth of the
State. Now, to come to my own distriet,
I do not wish to be parochial, but ac-
eording to the mines report the distriet
shows a decrease of 5894 ounces, which
is almost entirely to be attributed to the
closing down of the Westralia Extension
mine at Bonnievale. We are of opinion
at Conlgardie that the mine should never
liave been closed down. Tt was worked
for wvears on tribnte, and then Warden
Finnerty recommended exemption. They
were entitled to exemption, but the warden
plared a elause in that they should keep
the mine fit for working, that is keep the
water out of it, but that was not done,
and the resnlt is £hown in the report—ihe
mine was closed down for over a year. It
is now heing worked again, and by tribu-
ters, but there is no doubt that had that
mine heen working at the proper time we
should not have that deecrease in produe-

tinn. FEvery endeavonr was made to pre-
vent the granting of the exemption
without the conditions mnecessary. I

hold a typewritten document addressed
to the MMinister for Mines showing
the whole of fthe eircumstances in
connection with the case, and show-
ing the mold won by the tributers,
and varions other matters of the kind.
However. no good will come of delving
into {hat matter too deeply. T simply
wizh to point out that we do not consider
we are receiving the sympathetie treat-
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ment that should be extended towards an
industry of so much importance. The
other night the Minister for Mines said
that capital seemed to have an antipathy
to coming to this State, and he inferred,
of eourse, that it was in consequence, I
should imagine, of perhaps labour condi-
tions or fixity of tenure or something of
the kind—he did not use the words to
that effect, but still that is the position
to be assumed. As far as I can see the
capitalist is protected in every possible
way and receives every consideration;
therefore, I do not think capital fails o
eome to this country in consequence of
that. I maintain the industry should be
fostered in every possible way. The
Minister will reply that we have spent
something like £275,319 in State batter-
ies. That is true; but it is also true that,
baring depreciation, the loss has not
been very considerable upon these batter-
jes, and in any case the treatment of
these batteries has produced £3,127,794
worth of gold. According to the mines
report the working expenditure has ex-
ceeded receipts by £19,015 5s. 9d., but
the Minister the other evening gave the
total loss on working as £32,000.

The Minister for Mines: I gave the
Treasury figures. I explained there was
n difference owing to stocks not hbeing
taken into account.

Mr, MeDOWALL: Tt seemed extra-
ordinary there should be a difference of
£12,985 in six months, which is really an
increase of about 63 per cent. However,
that is only by the way. I only mentionzd
it to show the diserepancy between the
report and the Minister’s figures. Now,
there is the quesiion mentioned by the
member for Kalgoorlie the other even-
ing, that of water supply. I am not go-
ing to enter into any lengthy diseussion
of that question, I think it was well ex-
pressed by the hon. member, but 1 bear-
tily concur with the hon. member that the
mines are not treated as well as they
onght to be in connection with water
supply. Their owners feel it is hard, in-
deed, to have these harsh conditions im-
I'osed upon them, and fo be compelled {o
use the scheme water only or pay a very
much increased figure for it. I wish now
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to refer to the case of the Redempiion
mine in my own distriet. Tt is an unfor-
tunate matter. The previons proprietor
was foreed to give up and ihe Mines De-
pactment took hold of the lease. Some
little time ago I submitted to the Minis-
ter a proposal to let the men, to whom
some £230 of back wages was due, work
it on a tribute system, or anything of the
kind, for sizx months in order that they
might have some chance of getting their
money out of it, but the Minister would
not agree to that, and he made a counter-
proposal which the men found it impos-
sible to comply with. 1 have ever so
mueh correspondence in connection with
the matter, but I have no desire to weary
members by reading the whole of it. I
will simply read a letter from Mr. An-
drews, the solicitor acting for the men,
who, after various correspondence and
reports had passed between us, wynte lo
nme as follows:—

The men are anxious to hear further
from you what definite arrangement
Mr. Gregory will come to, I see wo
reason why the propesal we made
should not be turned into the form of
a tribute if Mr. Gregory prefers it so,
provided there is no royalty charged
uniil the men’s first charge for wages is
satisfied. All that the men ask for is
permission to use the plant to see if
they can work their wages out of the
mine. Surely Mr. Gregory ought to
find some way of doing this., Let him
refer to his mining inspector if he is
afraid of the praetieal difficulties.

We could not possibly get the men to-
mether a second time. They were prepared
to go in and work for the wages due to
them, but nothing could be doune. 'Ten-
ders were called for the mine, with the
result that it was practieally pat off for
s month, and now the men are scattered
everywhere, and they feel they have a
considerable grievanee in connection with
the matter. Having dealt with these
guestious T wish, if T may digress, to so
into fizures in connection with other iu-
dustries in the State, farming and agri-
cultural partievlarly. Those encaged in
farm work are—males 10,201, females
2242, total 12,443; those engaged in
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dairying ave—males 340, females 413,
total 933 thwse enzaged in orchards and
market cardeas ave—males 2,623, females
337, tutal 2.940; those engaged in the
- pastoral industry are—-males 1,615, fe-
" males 1,673, total 6.290. This makes a
srand total of 22,668, of which 4,687 are
females. Those of lhe white races em-
“‘ployed are—males 13,193, females 3,203,
1 wish at this stage to point out that the
white males employed in all these indns-
" tries of the State are less than the white
males employed in the mining industry,
being 15,143 as awainst 18,336, The
Ariaties employed in our mdustries are—
males 700, temales 7, total 797. The
aborigines employed are—males 1,996,
femnles 1,412, total 3,408. My object in
menlioning these fizures is to again show
the absolute importance of the mining
industry, and that it should receive the
" ntmost consideration from the Adminis-
tration. T am well aware that T shall be
" answered that it does receive every con-
sideration and that it will receive every
vonsideration, but the little points 1 have
mentioned will 20 to show that
there are little pin pricks that are
felt in  every mining district. I
venture to assert that every mining
member in this Chamber knows of similar
cases to those 1T have mentioned. I have
not attempted to enlarge on them, because
I think it unnecessary to do so, but T am
convineed that the majority of mining
members find a want of sympathy and a
want of desire to push ahead the mining
industry that makes the State. Now,
just a word or two in eonnection with im-
migration. The poliey of the Opposi-
tion in that regard is well known. There
is no objection to immigrants, provided
there are suitable openings, especially in
the conntry. That being so. we waintain
there should he an opportunity for those
persons to get on the land and to obiain
their livelihood in that direction. Tt is
said that sweh is not the case at present,
I have no instances of that kind at ny
vommand, I am not brought so much in
econnection with agriculture, but in con-
nection with immigration T think that if
monev were expended in  pushing the
mining indostry—as all roads lead to
Rume, everything comes back to mining
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—the  population  of this country
would vastly increase. We have only to
take the lesson of the past. In 1894 our
population was 82,014. Then Coolgardie
was just becoming kuown. In three
vears the population increased to 161,694,
It nearly doubled, and that splendid
population that came to the State then
is now peopling the lands of the State.
If, by the fostering of the wining indus-
try, another Kalgoorlie eonld be dis-
covered—and there is ample room in this
country for a dozen more Kalgoorlies—
then the population would flock to the
State, and every indunstry wounld advance
in consequencve. It is for these reasons
I maintain that every possible assistance
should be given to our great mining in-
dustry. A business man with several
branches of his business would be looked
upon as very foolish if he neglecied the
one that was the hest paying in order to
foster others that might eventually be-
come of greater importance. One ques-
tion I desire to say a word or two about
is that of edumcation. T am pleased to
know that the Government are desirous
of extending educational facilities in the
State. They talk about the establishment
of a university, and this, if established
oh proper lines, must commend itself to
all of us. They also talk about having
continuation classes for young people
whose period of education in the primary
schools has terminated. We want many
more primary schools, and there is no
donbt, as the Attorney General said the
other night, that the edpcation of the
peopie will do both sides of the House an
immense amount of good. I think he
was especially referring on that occasion
to this side of the House. It is a good
move, hut at the same time hefore he-
coming tuo ambitions, so far as edueation
is concerned, we should see that mone of
the teachers in the department are being
sweated. It is a well known fact that
teachers are very poorly paid, and that
there 3% a certain section actnally being
sweated. T allade te a number of
muelassifier] teachers who do equally as
ol and Dwportant work as elassitied
teachers, and are vrecognised as being
awonyr the very hest in the State, and vet
thex rereive a miserable pittance of a
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salary amounting to something like £90
a year on the fields, exelusive of the
goldfields’ allowance. Mr. Chubb. ane of
the inspectors, in dealing with this ques-
tinn says—

Sowething should e done for sume
of the nnelassified teachers. We have
a system of elassification which de-
pends in the fivst instance upon passing
exaiminations in scholarship. We have
anme assistanis whoe ecannot pass suneh
tests but who do really frst-rate work.
Cases are not unkuvown of where an
unclassified teacher may be in one room
and a classified in the next room with
almost double the salary, and yet the
unclassified is much the better teacher.
1t is a pity that in cases where unclassi-
fied teachers do work of exceptional
merit the regnlations do not permit of
higher salaries being paid as some rec-
ognition of such superior work, If we
eould institute a special certificate, say
a “D” certificate, for teachers, ten-
able only while they show excellent
work, and allowing them something
extra in salary while they retained the
certificate, we should only be doing a
fair thing. For such teachers the =sal-
aries received are very small.

Some sattention should be paid to that
recommendation, for it is not right that
this State should employ people ta teach
omr children at a starvation wage, a wage
on which it is absolntely impossible for
them to keep themselves decently. I
hope the Minister will take that guestion
inte consideration. So far as the other
educational matters are concerned, T am
extremely pleased, as 1 have said, o see
that the Government are moving; but at
the same time T trust that if there is a
question between primary edueation and
a university, the former will score on
every possible oceasion. A question ami-
tating the minds of the people of the
State at the present time is that of redis-
fribution of seats. We are told by the
Attorney General that it is intended to
remove certain anomalies in connection
with various electorates. It must be ad-
mitied that there are some anomalies, but
T am convineed that at the present fime
the goldfields have not ton much repre-
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sentation, and any attempt to lessen that
representation will meet with the most
serions and strenucus opposition. There
may be some justification for altering
certain boundaries, and as a matter of
actual faet it muost be realised that my
electorate is one in which the boundaries
should be altered.

Mr. Heitmann: They are going to wipe
it out altogether.

Mr. MeDOWALL: I do not think there
is much chanee of doing that, Coclgardie
will always be——

Mr, Scaddan: Coolgardie.

Mr., McDOWALL : Yes, Coolgardie.
And it will always be entitled to repre-
sentation of some kind or other,

Mr. Daglish: It will always make its
views heard.

Mr. MeDOWALL: Always. This might
be a joking matter so far as some mem-
bers are concerned, but it is not so in my
case, It must be admitted that Bonnievale
and Burbanks, and even the 25-Mile,
should always have been in the Coolgardie
constituency. A rectification of anomalies
would mean that the boundaries of the
(C'oolzardie electorate would be altered in
some suech direction. There is a table
dealing with the various electorates, and
this shows that in Coolgardie we have
1.689 people on the roll at the present
fime. There 15 a difference between Cool-
zardie people and those on the roll alge-
where, for thex are worth far more than
the ordinary person. as they take the
trouble to vote at an election. At the last
election. for instance, no less than 80 per
cent. of the people on the roll voted.

Mr. Underwood: An intelligent vote
too.

Mr. McDOWALL: Thank you: so it
was. One must not always go entirely by
the extent of an electorate, for the intelli-
gence of the electors and the way they
turn up to volte must also be taken into
consideration. If this is done it will he
realised that even now we have a fair
voting population in Cooleardie. On the
Northam roll there are 4,770 voters. and
on the Yilgarn roll 2,149. T see no objee-
tion whatever—I am only uttering my
own sentiments—to bhring the Yilgarn
seat into a portion of the Northam seat,
and extending Cooleardie to take in Bur-
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banks and Bounnievale, and a portion of
Yilgarn, If the Government mean to rec-
tify anomalies by such a means as that,
tben a Redistiibution of Seats Bill is
necessary, but if they do not mean that,
if they are zoing to lessen our goldfelds
representation, and add it to the farming
and coastal districts, it will be distinetly
nofair. The mass of figures I Lave pre-
sented showing the number of men em-
ployed in the various pursuits of the
State, and showing the valuable gold pro-
duction of Western Australia, should be
sufficient to prove that the goldfields
should retain their present representa-
tion, After all is said, however, there
are really no iremendous anomalies. Nor-
tham and North Perth are, I think, the
most glaring.

Mr, Daglish: What about Subiacod

Mr. MecDOWALL: That is somewhat
large, but I think the member for the dis-
triet rather appreciates it. These anoma-
lies are nothing like those that existed in
the early days. There was no great out-
ery for redistribution then. In 1901 the
Mount Burgess electorate, now really Yil-
garn, had 2,450 electors on the roll; on
the other hand East Kimberley had 107,
West Kimberley 263, Pilbara 428, Bever-
ley 551, Gascoyne 308, Greenough 397,
and Irwin 237; total 2293. Those people
were entitled to seven representatives as
against one for Mount Burgess. These
conditions were disgraceful, and the re-
sult of the existence of such anomalies
was a misgovernment of the State for a
considerable time. T admit the position
was altered to a certain extent, bnt any-
one can appreciate how glaring was the
unfairness then. So plaring a state of
affairs does not exist now, henee T cannot
nnderstand the anxiefy of the Ministry
to do awayv with some moldfields seats.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Thev have not vet said
they will.

Mr. McDOAWALL: Bat there is a very
shrewd suspicion that they intend to do
so. It has been whispered that such a
thing is likely to ocenr. T am giving my
opinions on this question of redistrihution
without knuwing what the Government
proposals are; but at all events the (ov-
ernment will have no doubt as to my sen-
timents on the ¢nestion, This matter re-
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quires very grave consideration, and is
not one to be trifled with. On giving
consideration to i, it is evident that
there is really no necessity for a
redistribution. If  the  population
statisties are examined, it will be under-
stood readily that there is no warrant for
a reduction,  An alteration of boundaries
might be warranted, but a reduetion of
distriets never, Here are some fpures
published in the Kalgoorlie Miner the
other day as to the number of men en-
gaged in mining on the goldfields. In
1908 the number engaged was 17,266, and
for 1909 18,336, showing an inerease of
1,070. On the Eastern (oldfields gener-
ally the increases were as follow:—East
Coolgardie, 363; Phillips River. 30; Dun-
das, 62; Yilgarn, 111; Broad Arrow, 48,
and Mount Margaret, 8. The decreases
were :—North-East Coolgardie, 30; Cool-
gardie, 74, and North Coolgardie, 12.
Does a decrease of 30 people in the North-
East Coolgardie distriet warrant any
chopping and changing, and humbugging
about with the electorates? Coolgardie
only showed a decrease of 74; but, now
that Borbanks is going ahead, and if the
Minister gets the Redemption and other
mines at Bonnievale going, that number
can be made up in a week. Everyone
who has been in Cuolgardie onee, and
obtains an opportunity to return there,
rushes back like lightning, That is all I
desire to say on the question of redistribu-
tion. I sinecerely hope the Ministry will
very seriously consider the question.

Mr. Troy: Do not apologise for the
fields; let the Minisiry apologise for their
poor representation—the Premier’s seat.
and several others.

Mr. MeDOWALL: As the hon. member
points out, there is veally no oecasion for
us to apologise for the fields, As I have
said there are now 1,68% voters on the
roll in my constituency. If you run down
the list you will find that Gascoyne
has only 1,409, Greenough only 1.0
Geraldton only 1,674, all less than Coul-
wardie. T did not intend to {respass upon
the time of the House so long, bat now
that I have started T shall give a few
move of these figures. If we are to le
interfered with on the goldfields, the
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coastal seats should alse be interfered
with. FEven at Kanowna, about which
there is so much talk, there are 1,880 elec-
tors, while Kimberiey has only 1,413,
Murray bas only 1,142, Roebourne has
only 521, Sussex 1,609, Wellington 1,760,
and so oh until we come to Bunbury
which has only 1,647, something like 40
less than Coolgardie has. The member
for Mt. Magnet asks why we should
apologise for our small constitueneies.

Mr. Daglish: That shows the need for
redistribution.

Mr. McDOWALL: It shows the need
for a readjustment of boundaries, but it
does not show the necessity for eniting
out representation affecting the various
industries.

Mr. Foulkes: Give us the figures in the
metropolitan area.

Mr. MecDOWALL: East 1erth has
3852, North Perth has 8,425, West Perth
1550, and so on around about Perth.

Mr. Seaddan: What the Perth
fieures?

My, MeDOWALL: Only 2,729. 1lan-
nans has 5,210 and Kalgoorlie has 3,52,
As T have stated it was not my intention
to go extensively into this question but
merely to express my opinion that a ve-
distribution should be in the direction of
the ve-adjustment of bonndaries and not
a reduction of seats affecting the varions
industries in the State. It musi be ad-
mitted that although agricnlfure is ad-
vaneing it has bad more vepresentation in
the past than il has been entitled to. Ii
is not a sertous matter to adjust the
houndartes of the agricuitural districts.
and giving them some representation. If
we were to do that we would have fair
representation; that is what T maintain
- should be done, and the same course ecould
be followed on the goldfelds. I have no
objection to the boundaries of Coolgardie
being altered: as a matter of faet 1
maintain  they should be altered. As
the member feor Boulder has pointed
out. Coolzardie at the present time
is an ijdeal consiitueney, inasmuch
as it only goes three miles from
the post office, and T can go to the Tivoli
theatre and the town hall and address the
whole of my constituents from the plat-
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forms. It is very satisfactory from that
point of view. Joking aside, I think it
must be admitted that there are certain
distriets around Coolgardie which should
be inelnded in it. For instance, it is ridi-
culous that TYilgarn should come all
aronnd Coolgardie, which is the case
at the present time. Yilgarn ab-
solutely encloses Coolgardie. That is
all T desire to say in connection with this
question of the redistribution of seats,
though I believe there will be a word or
two said before the matter is disposed of.
And now T desire to add that that is all
I have any wish to speak about on the
present oceasion. I have other notes, but
I think I have said sufficient to keep
things going for at least a little while,
which is all that was necessary. I tensi
that the mining industry, which I have
endeavoured to show is, after all is said
and done, the mainstay of the country,
will receive more encouragement in the
foture than has been the ease recently.
Qf eourse, there was a fime when mining
received a great deal of attention, but
sinee agricnlture has made rapid advances
there seems to be a desire to overlook any
other industry. That desire should not
exist. I trust sineerely that the gold-
fields will receive that just measure of
treatment to which I think they are fairly
and properly entitled.

Mr. HAYWARD (Wellington): My
remarks will be very brief, and I intend
to confine them to the one important
matter, that of immigration. Having
spent the best years of my life on farms
in England, I think I may ¢laim to be in
the position to know something about the
relations between farmers and their em-
ployees. Before poing into the general
question, however, I would like to make a
few remarks in reply to what the mem-
ber for Brown Hill stafed regarding ihe
employment of immigrants in this Stale.
He said that at the present time immi-
grants were heing sent out here as farm
labourers, and that they were finding posi-
tions in the country and were content to
work for lower wages than our own people
in the State who were following simi-
lar oceupations. I may say that in Eng-
land at the present time there is a divis-
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ion of labour in connection with farm-
ing. For instance, one man will carry
out the work of ploughman on a farm
and he will do nothing else.  Another
will be engaged on manual labour, doing
draining, ditehing, filling and spreading
manure, harvesting and preparing corn
for market. All this has to be done in a
neat and workmanlike manner, and not
in the rough and ready style of this State,
where appearances are a secondary eon-
sideration. The same thing applies te
wmen who look afier stock. They do noth-
ing else, and never have anything to do
with manual labour on the land itself.
One cannot expect people from England,
and who have been cecupied in this kind
of farming oceupation, to eome out here
and go out in to our back country, and
to receive the same wages as qualified
local men, or men who have had long ex-
perience. The new arrivals are perfectly
at sea in our country. You would find on
many farms in England that the men em-
ployed there have never done any work
with an axe. Send this class of man
into onr back country and you will see
that he will not know what to do. T
merely make these remarks just to show
that if the member for Brown Hill had
understood the question_he would not have
spoken as he did. No doubt, if we could
get men from the other States they wonld
be better for our purposes, but I do not
believe in taking away people from the
other States; I think we should gzo be-
yond the seas for our immigrants. OCur
object would be to increase the popula-
tion of Australia generally, and not go
on robbing Peter to pay Paunl, as it may
be said we are trying to do. With re-
gard to labour at the present time there
is really no surplus. The numbers who
have emigrated and who have gone into
the cities have reduced the available labour
which, at its best, was barely sufficient to
enable the farmers to carry on operations.
With the great areas of land which are
being thrown open for selection, and
which are being taken up, there must
follow an even greater demand for men.
The immigrants who make up their minds
to settle here must expeet to work longer
hours. I have studied the question for
many years, having epent 20 years of the
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first part of my life on two large farms
in an Eastern county of England, places
that I have sinee revisited. I have spent
the greater part of my life mixing with
farmers and their men, and am still eor-
responding with them, and 1 think I can
claim to understand their position. In
England a farmer receives 14s. or 13s.
a weelk, ont of which he has to pay for
everything, including his house rent.
Compare that with the wages they get
here.

Mr. Boltou: That is not a fair com-
parison surely?

Mr. HAYWARD: But we must com-
pare the conditions existing in the two
countries. I have relations in England
engaged in farming, and they keep me
well posted.

Mr. Taylor: Is it a general custom in
England for an employer to pay wages,
and for the employee to find everything .
for himself?

Mr. HAYWARD: Yes: that is the
position.  The emplayee has to find
everything for himself. Owing to the
strenuous efforts on the part of the 1’re-
mier during his visit to England, we are
now getting a fair number of immigrants,
but we can never hope to eompete with
Canada and other countries which are
spending much more money in advertis-
ing that we are doing. Our only course,
therefore, is to turn our attention to other
countries.

Mr, Heitmann: You will have to treat
them better than the Government treated
the Stirling Estate seitlers.

Mr. HAYWARD: I do noi know any-
thing about that. I have had experience
among different nationalities. and I think
that if we could only get some Germans
they would make the very best settlers,
I know a good many of them who ave
here, and who arve, withont exception. as
nseful settlers as anvone would wish to
have. T do not know, however, whether
the Emperor of Germany would allow
thm to come out here. We have plenty
of them here and perhaps we could get
sonte more. Then again, in respect to
the dairying industry we could with profit
tnrn to Denmark, and Sweden and Nor-
way. Denmark produees the hest buiter
in the world, while for the invention of
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the eream separator we are indebted to
Sweden and Norway. [ cerfainly think
some effort should be made to get immi-
grants from these countries.  Tounehing
upon another aspect of the question, I
think the introduetion of, for instance,
the hardy Norseman would exercise a
heacficial influence over the physigue and
stamina of the next generation. Another
race of immigrants who, notwithstanding
certain prejudices, will he found to be
desirable is that of the TItalian. In my
own distriet there is a number ot Italians,
very gvod settlers, They get a little land
of their own and go in for wine-making,
and drink it themselves in moderation.
They cultivate fruit generally, and I must
say for these men that never have I
known one of them to appear in the
police court. From different parts of
Ttaly wou get different classes of men.
However, as I have said, we have a num-
ber of them in my distriet and T would
be glad to see more of them. I think we
should attempt to bring out here some of
the young English farmers who, although
possessed of a little eapital, have no op-
portunity of earrying on farming opera-
tions for themselves in the old country.
In England the number of farms is
limited, and if a man has fowr or five
sons it is impossible for them to obtain
farms of their own.

Myr. Taylor: Owing to the deer parks.

Mr. HAYWARD: Parks reserved for
rame in England usually eonsist of poor,
sandy land of very little use for eunltiva-
tion. Only one son ean suceeed the
farmer ; the others must come ont nf
Eogland if thex want to follow the old
occupation. It seems to me we have a
better prospect of getting some of these
yonng fellows here than we have of secur-
inzg farm Jjabourers.

Mr. Gill: What would you do with
them—wonld you give them land?

Mr. HAYWARD: Yes, thev can wet
land.

Mr. Gill:  They will require to know
m-re than others know.

Mr. Bolton: You would have the Gov-
ernment buy ap a few more estates.

Mr. HAYWARD: There is plenty of
Iand available: it iz only a quesiion of
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time. Another matter touched upon is
the proposed manufacturing of machin-
erv by the State. 1 would be glad indeed
to =ee the price of harvesters reduced,
but I doubt very mueh whether the Gov-
ernment conld in fhis respect suecessfully
compete with private enterprise. Then
we would have to contend with our neigh-
hours on the other side of Australia.
There is the question of rovalty on pat-
ents.

Mr. Angwin: You could buiid a good .
machine without interfering with any
patents.

Mr. HAYWARD: If that be so it
michi alter the case. bnt most of the
parts of a harvester are patented and
covered by royalties; in faet everything
in eonnection with harvesters is covered
by royalty. Again, we have noi in this
State timber fit for nse in the manufae-
ture of harvesters.

Mr. Angwin: Is not our jarrah as
anod as Tasmanian blackwood for the
purpose?

Mr. HAYWARD: Our jarrah is very
heavy., [ myself have sent samples of
all our fimbers to manufacturers, but all
declined to use {hem. simply on ac-
eount of the weight. Portable ma.
chinery. it must be remembered, is
of necessity made of the lightest
wood possible. I am quite satisfied that
we lave no timber in the State fit for the
mannfacture of farming machinery. T
think the proposition of the Minister for

vorks was nbout as good as any T have
heard. He proposed that we should have
small manufaetories in diffevent parts of
the State where the manufacturers would
he certain to appiy their inventive genius
to 1he bringine out of wew machines
and the modifying of old ones. The larg-
est manufacturers have all started in a
very small way by taking ont patents for
one implement or machine of whieh they
have made a specialty. Messrs. Ransome
& Rims, formerly Messrs, Ransome &
Sons, started in a very small way. 1In
the early part of last century Robert Ran-
snme tonk out a patent for a self-sharpen-
ine, chilled plonghshare, which has sinee
heen adopted all over the world, and has
proved the greatest hoon ever eonferrad
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on farmers, saving them many thousands
of pounds. Later on, the firm hegan the
manufacture of plonghs with wooden
beams and handles. They now manufae-
fure about a hundred varieties, all iron.
This tirm commenced in a small way in
one of the back streets of Ipswich; to-
day their works cover nearly thirty acres
of land and they employ npwards of
2500 hands. Then there is the firm of
Messrs. Turner, who began by patenting
a smooth voller mill for erushing linseed,
which was for a time used for teedine
eattle. Wow that firm, employving a laree
namber of men, do a vast bhusiness in
roller flour mills. ¥ eonld name several
other firms, which from small beginnings
have grown into immense commercial pro-
positions. Now if these small factories
were to be established in our State and
were given slight assistance in the begin-
ning, it would meet the ecase. and prob-
ahly certain of them would develop into
large concerns. There is only one other
litile matter to which T would vefer,
namely. the proposal to establish State
flour wmills, That, perhaps, it the last
thing the Government shonld touch. I
have had considerable experience in flour
milling myself, and I can say that it has
bhecome almost a seience. It is most diffi-
cult to procure a thoroughly competent
manager, for not only must he under-
sland the manofacture of flomr bnt he
must also have to his eredit a eonsiderable
experience in the buying of wheat.

Mr. (¥Loghlen: Is the business more
difficult than that of gold extraetion?

Mr. HAYWARD: No, I think not.
Perhaps they are about on a par. The
member tor Geraldton mentioned that in
his distriet at the present time there are
three flour mills working, while others
will sooir be established by private enter-
prise.  What is there 1o prevent the far-
niers all over the State going in for eo-
aperation in their respective distriets?
Certainly the establishment of flonr mills
is the last thing the Govermment shonld
be asked to undertake,

Mr. Taylor: Are yon against the pro-
posed purchase of a number of cows?

Mr, HAYWARD: I know nothine of
that. T have merely been giving a few

[ASSEMBLY.]

ideas of my own—merely throwing out a
few practical hinis; and if they should
prove of value T shall indeed be glad.

Mr. . A, WILSON (Collie): I had
ot intended speaking on the Address-in-
Reply, but as the dehate is getting a little
weal it seems to e that, like Jobuny
Walker's whisky, a hit of Scotch might
put some life into it. I have read the
(iuveruor’s Speech, and T find it contains
many subjects that, perhaps would
have been better left out, and others that,
perbaps, will be discussed in the near
future, Among  there are the amend-
ment of the {'onstitufion Aect, the rediz-
trikmtion of seats, lquor law reform, the
apricultural railways extension, and the
Trading Aecounts Bill. But the Gov-
ernment lave omitted to make any refer-
ence to the Workers’ Compensation .\,
the Uonciliation and Arbitration Act, and
the Coal Mines Rerulation Aet. T resvet
these subjects shonld have been left ont,
becanse I feel that some consideration
should be given to the workers in these
matters. When such provision is nof
made plenty of scope is afforded hon,
members to tell the House what they
wouald have done if given the chance, I
desire to corvect a statement made by the
member for East Fremantle in connee-
tion with the Donnybrook jam factory, I
regret that the statement should have
been made, beesuse. as a rule, the men-
ber for Fast Fremantle is very correct in
his ntterances.

Mr. Angwin: I cannot make a state-
ment withoul having at least rumours lo
2o upon.

Mr. A, A. WILSON: Rumours are
ugly things and best left alone. When
the hon. member was speaking on the
Address-in-Reply he said—

I notice from the Governor's Speech
that it is the inlention of the Govern-
ment to infroduce a Trading Aeccounts
Bill. I was hoping when the Minister
for Lands was speaking the other night
that ke wounld have given us some in-
formation with regard to the Donny-
brook Co-operative Society. It is
kpown ihat this society started a faz-
tory at Doonybrook for the purpuse
of manufacturing jam on the co-opera-
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iive pinciple, but it was such a side
issne as far as co-operation was con-
verned that they ecould not eco-
operate together withont getting some
financial assistance from the Gov-
ermnment to earry on. What is the
position to-day? There are some ru-
mours about, and I have heard that
the factory is closed down, and [ have
also heard that a meeting has been
called to wind up the eoncern. If
such is the e¢ase, and the Government
have advanced several handreds of
pounds towards these works, I consider
it is necessary that we should have
some information with regard to the
security which is held for the money
advanced. If the Trading Accounts
Bill is for the express purpose of as-
sisting industries sueh as this, I only
trust that hon. members may give elose
attention to it when it comes before
. them for consideration.

When once you have attacked any per-
son or society with a rumour it is very
hard to get that rvmour off; when youn
fling mud some of it sticks. I have here
a letter from the secretary of the Don-
nybrook (‘o-operative Society touching
upon the remarks made by the member
for East Fremantle. The letter reads--

I draw your attention to remarks
made by Mr. Angwin in the Heouse on
Thursday (entting eneclosed) which I
have no doubt yon have seen. I have
written the West Australian giving an
emplatic denial, bat it will be impos-
sible to entirely counteraet the mis-
chief. The remarks are unfair and
unmanly, and appear, judging from
1l guarter from which they come, to
be done with a distinet purpose.

It is bound to have a disastrous effect
on getting in the calls, and will injure
mr eredit. which so far has been good.
Mr. Angwin shonld be asked to disclose
the source of his information in the
House.

I have an intimate knowledge of the
society, and I knew the rumour was in-
correct. I knew it was on a sound basis,
and in this morning’s West _Ausiralian
members will find a letter in which the
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seerctary of the sceiety gives the rumonr
a denial. I mention this berause, where
farmers or co-operative parties set ount
to benefit themselves and the State at
larze, it is unfair for members to cowe
to the House with rumours without Arst
trying to substantiate them,

Mr. Angwin: We want information.

Mr. A, A, WILSON: I think the hon.
metober shonld have got the information
before making the statement. If the
Trading Acconuts Bill weans assistance
te industries like the jam factory at Dou-
nybrook it shall have my support. I
trust it is for that purpuese. In regard to
workers’ conrpensation, 1 have always
held that when a man reeeives an injnry
compensation should start from the time
he meets with the aceident, and I think
the (fovernment would be justified in at
least getting that clause of the Bill in-
trodueced by the member for Dundas
through the House. I also consider that
in coal and gold mines had ventilation or
bad air should be treated as an accident.
A man working in an atmosphere loaded
with powder and all the foul gases at-
tached to it has sometimes to knock off
work for two or three weeks at a time
becanse the poisonons tuwmes have been
injurions to his health. In my opinion
that is an aecident, and I consider the
Government would be justified in treat-
ing it as an aecident. [ trust the Bill
introdueed by the member for Dundas
will gel the consideration it is entitled to
by humanity, if not by the Government.
Lasi session 1 introduced a Ceoal Mines
Regulation Amendment Bill, but I got uo
further than moving the second reading.
However, from a remark passed by the
Minister for Mines I understood he was
going to introduce an amending Bill, and
I am disappointed to find there is o
mention of it in the Governor's Speech.
At present in the Collie coal fields they
are making preparations—1 should wvot
say preparations, but they are ecuiting
the life out of the mines so mueh that in
the near future, I warn the Government,
there will be a Whitechaven disaster at
Collie. They are eutting the pillars and
supports out of the mine. This is bad
and inefficient management, and one mine



366

has collapsed altogether. In yesterday's
paper there is this reporl—

Collie, August 15th. A subsidence
of the roof of the regular workings in
the Collie-Cardiff nine oceurred early
this morning, the area affected extend-
ing considerably over 100 yards. A
beavy mass of ground came down over
the pillars bui none of the miners were
injured. Mr. Briggs, the inspector of
mines, ordered a ecessation of work,
and it may be several days before the
workings are cleared and passed as se-
cure enough to permit of the resump-
tion of coal-winning operations with-
oul danger.

I waul to corvect this slightly. It was
the management who ordered thle cessa-
tion of work and ordered the inen onut,
not Mr. Briges, the inspector of iines,
and it is only fair to say it. The report,
while it gives some idea of the state of
affairs, is not altogether correct. Where
the fal oceurred the pillars were taken
out for yards and yards. The same state
of affgirs exist at another mine adjacent
to the Coliie river. T say, as a man with
30 years' experience, that with a little
tremor in the earth and the men working
below, we will have a disaster nnequalled
in this State. T warned the Labour Gov-

ernment of the same thing in 1903,
writing to Mr. Hasilie, who was then

Minister for Mines, as Tollows:-—

Dear Sir, T have been instrncted by
my union to draw your attention to the
faet that the Collie Proprietary Coal-
fields of W.A.. Limited, are at the pre-
sent time “slicing the pillars,” that is
coal supports, at the Wallsend lease.
The union have no desire to in any way
interfere with the management of the
mine. but they emphatieally protest
against any innovation in eoal getting
that will constitute an obvious menace
and palpable danger to the lives of
the workmen emploved: under such eir-
eumstances our union desive an assur-
ance from your department as to what
is their intention in such a matter of
grave importance to all concerned.

That was in 1903, But still the pillars
are being taken out. T may say that in
eonneetion with the same mine it ecost the
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Government £900 to underpin the rail-
way owing to the pillars being eut away.

Mr. George: How is it they get fav-
oured ?

Mr. A, A. WILSON: I do not blame
the inspector, but there is some person
doing something wrong, and T think it is
up to the Goveroment to step in before
many valuable lives, perhaps, are saecri-
ficed.

Mr. George: I eounld not see why the
railways should have to pay that money.

Mr. A. A. WILSON: The Cardiff mine
is in the same danger. And in speaking
of this mine T may say the taking out of
the pillars was enhanced hy the New-
ensfle strike. Wherever they could get
a pound of coal they ripped it ont, and in
sotne cases thev ripped out the shale or
roof and sent it away to the oversen
steamers who were getting coal from
them. I make this charge that I can take
any nominee of the Mines Department to
where the roof and the shale were abso-
lutely blasted down to the floor and sent
away to the ships as coal, and I stand on
my privileze ax member of the House in
saviug it.

The Minister for Mines: What mine
was that?

Mr. & A, WILSON: The Cardiff
mine.  Theyv ahsolutely shot the shale
from the voofs in the old bords and then
filled the stuff into the trucks they sent
away to the hoats for coal. That was
killineg the goosze that lays the golden
ees,  Any company that sends away in-
fertor stuff will not get customers. No
eustomer will come back to a mine that
supplies had ecoal.

Mr. George: Who is inspecting it?

Mr. A, A, WILSON: The trouble is
there is no inspeetor for other than Gor-
ernment coal.

Mr. George: But what are the miners
doing? Why do they not proteet them-
selver?

Mr. A. A, WILSON: The miner is told
to fill that bad enal and he fills it: if not
le gets the sack.

Mr. O’Loghlen: A miner is doing some-

thing now in asking for better inspec-
tion.
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Mr. Angwin: We ought to have sent
these managzers to prison for the protec-
tion of the State.

Mr. A. A. WILSON: Personally speak-
ing, I think it is up to the {foverment
to appoint a Commission to see if these
statements of mine are correct, and to see
that the very best eoal is sent out of the
State.  If the eompanies will insist on
sending away bad coal we should take
away from them any allocation of the
Government trade. That is one of the
ways in which I would punish these peo-
ple. Now, in regard to the coal trade as
a whole, T congratulate the industry, and
the Goverament incidentally, on the fact
that there was 39,052 tons increase in the
outpuf between the years 1908 and 1909,
while the increase in comparison with
1007 was 70,000 tons. It shows that the
coal oversea trade has come to stay, and
it behoves the Government to protect that
trade, now it has come lo stay, from ex-
ploiters and from men who wonld deliber-
ately send away pure shale and dirt in
order to get a few pounds extra when a
sirike is on. The Government pay 10s,
634d. for an article of 10,500 British
Therma! Tnits. If the quality of the
coal goes under that, the price is reduced
1d. for every 100 B.T.UC.; but if it goes
to 11,000 B.T.C. no more is paid. T do
not consider that is encouragement to any
coal company to try {o get better coal.
Tnstead of merely reducing the price
when inferior coal is supplied, the Gov-
ernment should also tell the companies
that if they supply coal over 10500
B.T.T. they will get the same increase per
hundred, Instead of that. however, if
the enmpany produce eoal good as New-
?astlc the Government will not give any
in¢rease, hecanse 10s. 63/4d. is the maxi-
rmum price for the value of 10500 B.T.T.
and over. I consider that any Govern-
ment that wants te encourage the indus-
try should encourage the people to pro-
dunee a better article and then we wonld
have a better trade.

Mr. George: You get the same thing if
you reduce the price by so muebh.

Mr. A. A, WILSON: No; if yon pro-
duce an article of 9,500 B.T.T. you are
paid %= 833d. If yon produee an article

367

of 14,000 B.T.U. you get 10s. (34d. just
the same as for preducing an article of
10,500 B.T.U. So the companies are not
trying to get above the standard of 10,500
B.T.U. There is a shoe loose somewhere,
and I believe the Goverument could, -with
satisfaction to themselves, give 1d. in-
crease per 100 jonst as they reduce the
price by 1d. per 100. It is proposed to
build a vailway from Wagin to Darkan.
Now the settlers in the Beaufort and
Arthur River districts were promised a
ratlway vears ago. Plans were given to
the settlers showing a railway route to
their district, hut now it is intended by
some peaple to cut the line straight aeross
and leave these people out. T believe
that if settlers are eneouraged to go on
the land, and if they get maps showing
a railway will he given to them, the Gov-
ernment shonld in all seviousness earry
out their promise.  Therefore, T shall
cast my lot for the people in that corner
who have heen promised a railway, and
who ave enlitled to it by reason of the
promise given to them. and because of
the maps issued to them before they went
an the land in the distriet referred io.

{Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.10
p.m.)

The MINISTER FOR WORKS {Hon.
Frank Wilson): Owing to my indisposi-
tion. and econsequent absence from the
House during the past fortnight, T lave
not had an opportunity of lListening io
the various and many speeches which have
been delivered in connection with the mo-
tion for the adoption of the Address-in-
Reply. T regret that all the more, becanse
one is quite unahle, sometimes at any rate,
to oet a fair idea of what was in the
minds of speakers from the condensed re-
ports that appear in the Press. Apavt
from that, I have been unable, unfortu-
nately, to follow the newspapers a zood
part of the time T have been absent from
the House. 1 notiee, however, that the
burden of the complaints by most mem-
hers who have eriticised the Speech, pre-
pared by the (Government and placed in
the hands of His Excelleney the Gov-
ernor. has been that it has been verhose,
too lenathy, eontains natbing new. and uit
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thal aceount was unworthy of any special
acceptation or commendation at their
hands. These were the remarks chiefly of
those opposed to the Government. [
want to voice my opinion that the very
faet of the Speeck having eaused so much
diseussion during the past three or four
weeks is in itself a proof that it does
contain watter whicl is of paramount im-
portance to the State. There is ne doubt
the Speech would have received a like
condenination had it been cortailed, for
then it would have been said that it was
too short. We cannot please members
altogether, we do not attempt to; but,
we attempt in our best judgment to put
before Parliament and the country, as
eoncisely as we can, a true statement of
the affairs of the State as they appear to
us, and the programme of the (Govern-
ment. The remarks that have fallen
from several members in conunection with
the opening paragraph of the Speech are,
to my mind. uncalled for. I am sure mem-
bers will not take amiss the expression of
opinion when I say that the three para-
graphs, brief as thev are, with reference
to His late Majesty the King, should
have been received by members at any
rage in silence, if not in commendation.

Mr. Heitmann: That is a matter of
opinien,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: To
my mind there has never been a sover¢ign
equal to the late King. and the expres-
sions of regret at his demise were in pro-
per form, and in proper language in that
Speech. I know if is a matter of opinion,
but unfortunately every membher who las
eriticised those three parvagraphs has
thought fit to preface his remarks hy say-
ing he diselaimed any iden of not having
as high an opinion of His late Majesty
as those who drafted the Speech.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Everything ecan be
overdone.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
criticism was undoubtedly overdone, but
the paragraphs which referred to that un-
fortunate episode in the nation’s caresr
certainly were not. T did not intend to
speak to the motion until I saw some
rather severe eriticisms of the Govern-
ment, and more especially of the adminis-
tration of the department which comes
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under my own management, by the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie. [ could not, of
course, in justice to myself, and in justiee
to the officers who work under me, allow
the many charges which that Lion. member
indulged in to pass by without making
some reply, and some explanation, and
showing indeed where that hon. member
was very far astray and very erroneous
in the charges lie made. [t would be ex-
pected, especially of a mentleman who
fills the high position he oceuptes in the
legal world, a gentleman who has had the
advantage of sitting in this Cabinet for
three years or more, and who knows the
inside running, that when he took up the
role of ecritie he should make himself absn-
lutely certain of his facts, and state faets
only to this House when indulging in such
eritieisms. T notiee that the hon, member
—I am sorry he is not in his place at
the present time to listen to my reply—
complains very hitterly that the Speech
which had been placed in the hands of the
Governor was verhose. With all due res-
peet, if anyone wants something that is
verbose and pedantie, T eommend him to
the speech of the member for Kalgoorlie
as reported in fFenserd. He aceuses the
Government of want of sympathy with
the goldfields, and at the same time en-
deavours {o point out how anxious he is
to heal any little difference that may exist
between the goldfields and eoastal dis-
triets; how anxious he is to allay the
feeling that the goldfields have not had
extended to them by this Administration
that sympathy he justly claims they are
entitled to; and he goes on to endeavour
to prove his statement by quoting eertain
cases in connection with the administra-
tion of the Goldfields Water Supply De-
partment. Were he perfectly correet in
what he =said, I might perhaps give him
eredit for endeavouring to allay the feel-
ing of suspicion against the coastal dis-
triets. and the Government in particular,
which he =ays exisis on the fields. Seeing,
however, that his stalements from begin-
ning to etd are erroneous in the extreme,
inaccurate, as T shall prove shortly, T am
justified in casting some slight doubt ap-
on the elaim the hon. member has made
that he is endeavouring to suppress strife
between the goldfields and eoastal dis-
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triets. In conneetion with the water sup-
ply on the fields, e accuses the Govern-
ment of want of faith, and quotes a ease
in evidence, that of the Hannans Reward
Company. He led this House to believe,
and I am sure members will agree that
I am not exaggerating when T say that
from the language he used he led mem-
bers so to believe, that ihe Goldfields
Water Supply Admipistration had op-
pressed the tributers who had been work-
ing on the mine, had behaved like Shy-
lock towards them, had pounced down on
their vietims, and bad praetically ruined
those men who were struggling to make
a low-grade proposition pay its way. I
want to point out to the House that in so
far as the Goldfields Water Supply Ad-
ministration are conecerned, they have
never in any way harassed the tributers.
The faet of the matter is that the pro-
ceedings taken were against the company,
and not against the tributers.  Aetion
was taken against the Hannans Reward
Company. But the hon. member himself
is the soliciter for the company, and the
writ isswed by the department was served
upon the firm to which he belongs. That
being so, one is justified in asking, even
if I pass over the evident impropriety of
a soligitor ventilaling the case of one of
his clients in this Chamber in this man-
ner, why he did not make himself con-
versant with the full facts of the case,
and give those faets to the House, so that
members might jndge as to the position
he took up and the fairness of his eriti-
cism, The facts of the case are as fol-
low: Since 1906 this mine has been sup-
plied with water by the department at
low-grade rates, namely 3s. 6d. per 1,000
gallons, whieh, as members know,
i= equal to one-half of the ordin-
ary rate charged at present for
mining supplies, namely 7s. The tri-
buters were working the mine at that
time and, getiting into difficulties, thev
went to the Minister for Mines to assist
them. .\ grant of £230 was made from
the Mines Development Vote in 1908 to
assist them to carry on operalions. The
member for Kalgoorlie distinetly stated.
or he is reported to have stated, that it
was not the tributers who zot this amount
but the company. The tributers, Hunt
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and Williams, got eredit in the hooks of
the Goldfields Water Supply Department
for £250, which the Minister granted
them, In April, 1909, the year follow-
ing, the tributers had run into debt to the
tune of £304, representing nearly two
months' supply of water, against which
the department Liad a deposit of only £55.
After many attempts to gef payment, and
many warnings thai the department eould
not go on supplying them with water, the
water was cut off. Then the company
came to the assistance of the tributers,
and they gave a guarantee that the debt
would be paid, and that the future aec-
counts of the tributers would also be paid.
Then the water was turned on again. In
QOctober, 1909, the company came to the
department and absolutely took over the
whole of the account amonnting to £708
then due under their guarantee, and they
signed the ordinary application form, a
copy of which I have here, to be supplied
with water in the ordinary eourse. On
the 14th of that month, in aceordance with
the promise thev naid £405, leaving a
balanee owing which practically only re-
presented the September account of £303.
Hon. members will see at once that the
company came in and took over the whole
thing. I do not know whether they took
over the tribute: at any rate, they took
over the whole of the water accounts. and
they signed the ordinary application
and paid a sum of money off the account,
which left a balanee representing one
month’s supply of water. TFrom that
period up to the present time the tributers
had had nethine to do with the depart-
ment. From October, 1909, to April this
year. when the mine closed down, the com-
pany took from the department water to
the value of £1,907, and they paid on ae-
count of that sum in three instablnents
£856, increasing the deht, as hon. mem-
bers will observe. to £1,335, azainst which
we hald a deposit of £35. The net
liability, therefore, is £1,300. Tn Febru-
arv last, two months before thev closed
the mine down, the company thoughi. evi-
dently. that it was advisahle that theyv
shonld wuse Mundaring water only for
steaming purposes and salt water for
treating ore, and by that means make a
saving. They ecame then to the depart-
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ment, and 1 would puint out that the de-
partment did not go to them or pounce
on them and say, “You are using salt
water, and you must pay a certain rate.”
They made an application to the depart-
wment fur a partial supply of Mundaring
water, which gave them the right to use
salt water for treatment of the ores on
the mine for other purposes, and they
signed an application, a copy of which I
have here, asking that they should bhe
supplied with Mundaring water at ihe
scheduled rate of 10s. per thousand gal-
fons. [t was not owing to any action of
the Goldfields Water Supply Department
as insinnated or suggested by the member
for Kalgoorlie, but becaunse the company
through their attorney, Mr. Sinclair,
thought that their operations might be
carried on more economically than had
hitherto been done, I want to point out
that the attorney frankly admitted to the
secretary of the depariment that the man
in charge of the mine, Hunt, I think it
was, while managing it, ecertainly behaved
footishly in continuing to use salt water
after it had been demonstrated that he
conld work more cheaply with scheme
water under the regulations. Sinee the
mine closed down £150 has been paid off
the amount whieh was owing in May, and
it was reduced to £1,15(, an amount which
now stands. Before the mine e¢losed down
the officers of the department, contrary fo
the implication that they harassed these
people until they closed down, offered,
under my instructions, to allow the old
debt to stand over as long as the company
wonld pay cash from day to day. or from
week to week for the water they required
to earry on operations, The attorney
stated it had been decided to eclose the
mine down for reasons apart from any
question of water supply. Of course, the
department has been pressing for the
pavment of this amount, and we have
taken this position that we gave them
eredit because we knew they had assets
on the mine which were valuable, and we
kept ourselves posted as business men
should de as to the position of the com-
pany. We knew they owed £600 outside
and that they owed us £1,100, and on a
conservative estimate made by our own
officers. we reskoned that they had £2,000
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worth of property on the mine, and that
they should pay 20s. in the pound if suld
up. We allowed them time, hut we felt
we were acting rightly in pressing for
payment through the attorney, or that we
should ask for some security 1if they
wanted the aceount to stand over indefi-
nitely. This was not forthcoming, and in
June last, after all this time in giving
concessions and in assisting these people
to carry on, we issued a writ against the
company, Immediately afterwards, within
a couple of days, the attormey, Mr.
Sinelair, left for London. He heard of
the issue of the writ before he left, and
on arrival in London cabled out to say
that he expected to he able to make ar-
rangements on his return to resume op-
erations and to make a proposal for
settlement of the aceount. T tock
particular paings to find out that
he did propose to return, and on
ascertaining from Tondon by cable that
he was leaving there on the 12th August,
and that he would be here about the
middle of September,next month, I stayed
proceedings against the company pending
his arrival. That is how the matter stands
at the present time. I ask the House
whether there is any justification for the
charge which has been made, and
whether this case can be quoted as evi-
dence of want of sympathy on the part
of the Administration to the goldfields,
or with those who are struggling to make
low-grade propositions pay. I want to

point ont that there is no harassing of

the tributers. The writ was issned against
the vompany and not against the tribu-
ters after every means had been taken tu
endeavour to meet them and as long as
we could Zet owr accounts secured. The
company deliberately applied for a par-
tial supply of Mundaring water, having
decvided to use salt water for treatment

purposes, presumably  beeause  they
thought it was cheaper.

Mr. Jacoby: Was that application
granted?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Cer-
tainly; and there was no such thing as
pressing the men who had been driven to
the last extremity, as the member for
Kalgoorlie stated, to use salt water in
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oider to eel a livelihood and keep opera-
tious going.  The statement was also
made by the hon. member {hat the
amount had been doubled throngh the in-
creased charge for -partial supply. Thai
is obviously a pross exaggeration of
facts. T have had the fignres gone into,
and T find that of £1,150 which this com-
pany owes to the depariment at preseat,
onlty £171 is for the inereased cost dur-
ing the two months that they asked for
a partial supply. Only £174, and yet the
muember for Kalgoorlie would have the
House believe that the amount has been
doubled because the department pounced
upun those people like a Shylock on his
vietim to make them pay an increased
price.

Mr. (George: Does that £174 vepre-
sent the inereased charge per thousand
pallons?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
represents the increased cost of water at
10s. per thousand gallons during the time
thai they were using salt water for treat-
ment purposes. The next peint that the
menber for Kalgoorlic made—and 1
want here to take exeeption to the very
excesgive language that he wsed in mak-
ing these charges—was with regard to a
clause in the agreement. This seems to be
the usual method of procedure, and when
one hears so many misstatements made
and misrepresentations of the actions of
Ministers and departmental officers by
some hon, members, one might be par-
doned for saying it is their usual method
of procedure. The hon, member has put
a wrong construction upon the elanse that
he criticised. He said that the clanse was
harsh in the extreme, and provided, so
the hon. member said, that if the com-
pany installed any machinery which en-
abled them to minimise the waste of
water, they were to inenr a penaliy.
There is no such thing in the elanse. The
elanse reads—“I agree that on the mine
mentioned hereunder no appliances shall
be installed which will materially reduce
the eonsumption of water withoat your
cousent heing first oblained.”” There is
no intention, and there has never been
any action taken to encourage waste of
water. On the contrary, on many ocea-
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sions the officers of the department have
advised their clients that they have seeu
wasteful methods in the use of water
adopted at the different mines. It must
be obvious if any big installations of
condensing plants, for instance, were un-
dertaken by the mining companies which
would interfere to a large extent with the
revenne of the department, the depart-
ment must have the right to readjust its
scale of charges. And when T point out
that this matter was fully debated and
discussed during the two days’ eonfer-
ence T had last year with the executive
of the Chamber of Mines, representing, as
they said they did on that oeeasion, the
interests of the whole mining industry,
when T point ount that we were entering
into a three years’ agreement, hon, mem-
bers will see, how obviously necessary it
was that I shonld take some steps Lo
safeguard an extreme position of that
character.

Mr. Holman: They represented only
half a dozen mines.

The MINISTER ¥FOR WORKS:
They represented a large percentage nf
the revenue obtained by the Goldfields
Water Supply Department, and [ might
here point out that the total revenue from
the Kalgoorlie mines for all purposes
last year was £120,000. Roughly, 60 per
cent. or £72,000 is derived from water
sold for steam purposes—that is, for
hoiler purposes. Now if was shown
to me by our engineers that the use of
spercial mechanieal appliances for con-
densing  water. sueh as tlose of the
Foueht type, might reduce the consump-
tion of water used for boiler purposes by
as much as 90 per cent., which would be
equivalent iv a loss of revenue of from
£30,000 to to £60,000 per annum. OQF
course it s understood that those conden-
sers if used would mean the consump-
tion of a considerable amount of steaw,
and unecessarily of Fuel to create that
sleam; and it is A moot question as to
whethier it would pay companies to instal
those condensers in a large way, going to
the enormous capital expenditure and the
cost of extra fuel, even with the water
at 7s. per thonsand gallons as it is to-
day for the high grade mines. Indeed I
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am of opinion that it would not pay;
otherwise the mine managers would not
have entered into the three years’ agrec-
ment with the department. But surely if
1 had entered into that agreement for
three years to supply these mines, who
are hy a long way the largest consumers
of water from the scheme at a fixed rate,
and I had not safegnarded the position;
and supposing they had installed these
mechanieal appliances for condensing
water apd T had thus lost £40,000 or
£50,000, or £60,000 in revenue, I wonder
who would have been the first to condemm
the administration of the Mines Water
Supply Tlepartment! 1 venture to think
the member for Kalgoorlie would have
got ap in his place and asked what sort
of business man I called myself to enter
into an agreement which left the door
opein for the mine managers to place
me in that position, and to de-
preeiate our revenne to that extent.
I want to say again bhe department does
not dictate to its eunstomers. It does not
prevent any economical methods being
adopted for the vse of water. Tt cer-
tainly does not preveat any one from
using any means he can for the preven-
tion of waste, Buit it does say in
effect, we have entered into an agreement
with you to supply yon with water on
the understanding that you will nse a
certain quauntity and return us certain
revenne; if, therefore, yvon adopt some
means by which to reduce that quantity
materially, 20, 40 or 50 per cent., then
we must have the right to re-adjust onr
scale of prices, in order that we may
make the proposition a paying concern,
or at any rate keep it as near to being a
paying concern as it is at the present time,
The next complaint to which I am bound
briefly to reply is that in regard to de-
posits. The eomplaint has been made by
the hon. member, and other hon. members
also, that & rearrangement has been
bronght about in the new regulation with
rezard to deposits against accounts. No
one has ventured to arsme that the de-
partment has no right to ask for a de-
posit, any more than anyone would ven-
ture to argue that the Railway Department
should not demand a deposit against the
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eredit it gives. It was said that the oriz-
inal deposit was an amount equal fo one
month's supply. I want to point out that
originally a deposit equal fo wone
month’s maximum eonsumption was asked
for; but, unfortunately, owing to some
disinclination on the part of the Mims-
ters or oflicers, that deposit was not in-
sisted upon, and nominal deposits were
acecepted, while in several ecases no (e-
posit at all was asked for. Often such
deposits as were demanded did not eunal
one week’s supply. When this state of
affairs was placed before me by the offi-
cers of the department it was decided
that we shonld put the thing an a sound
footing, that we should take the power
to demand a deposit equnal to a six week’s
average of the previous six months’ con-
sumption. . In many eases it is fonnd
that this is not so great as the maximum
consnmption of one month. That was a
reasonable proposition to put into the
regulations. We take full power to in-
sist upon this deposit in cases where
necessary. When it is remembered that
accounts are rendered monthly and, very
often, are not paid until the 20th or the
25th of the following month. it will be
readily seen that a deposit equal to six
weeks’ average consumption is not too
great tu cover the liability. A deputation
waited on me in July last, when there
were present, the member for Kalgoorlie,
the member for Kanowna, and the late
leader of the Opposition, the member for
Brown Hill. On that occasion there was
presented & petition hearing 133 signa-
tures and protesting against what was
termed an alteration in the vegulations.
I had these signatnres analysed, and it
was found that of the 138 only 7 were
in any way connected with the mines
sapplied by the Goldfields Water
Supply Administration—only seven who
represented those mines; and of the
seven only four were immediately affected
by the vegulation, the deposits already in
the hands of the department being found
sufficient in the remaining three ecases.
The hon. members who waited on me on
that occasion will remember I pointed
out that whereas the regulation only
empowered me to demand & deposit equal
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to six weeks’ consumption, the mines trust
itself demanded, under its agreement with
its members, a deposit equal to two
months’ supply—a bank guarantee, or
cash deposit equivalent to two months’
supply of water. They, apparently, were
taking no risks at all, and it is satisfae-
tory to the department that they ask for
that guarantee. My reply to the depu-
talion was that I would be quite willing
that an officer shounld gzo up to the fields
—indeed that was in reply to the member
for Brown Hill who asked, “Will you
send an officer up and endeavour to meet
these people and make a satisfactory
settlement?’ T said 1 was quite willing
to do that or te meet any reasonable de-
mand. so long as we protected the rev-
enne and were making no bad debis. The
member for Kalgoorlie asked. ““Will the
officer be empowered to waive the regu-
latien if necessary?” 1 said, “Certainly,
he will be’ empowered to make satisfae-
tory arrangemenis to both sides, always
safeguarding the revenne. So long as
we can meet the eonsumers satisfactorily
to them and not make bad debts we are
willing to meet them.” The seeretary
visited Conlgardie, Kalgoorlie and Kan-
owna and personally investigated every
case, and arrived at a mutually satisfac-
tory agreement in every case in dispute;
and to-day every case has been settled on
a mutnally satisfactory basis. Where
then, T want fo know, is the evidenee in
regard to this condition of discontent, so
far as the mining industry is eoncerned?
The hon. member has not been content
to exapgerate this position—and I am
sorry to think that by his action he has
accentnated the ill feeling that undonbt-
edly has been engendered against the
Government by the Kalgoorlie Miner dur-
ing the past five or six months. The hon,
member = assisting in that divection, but
I think when an hon. member lays him-
self out to make charges of this deserip-
Hon against any Administration, whether
it be Labour or otherwise, he shonld he
perfectly sure of hig facts hefore making
the charges which, of course, must be
lamaging. not only te the Administration,
sut also to the officers of the department,
vho eannot protect themselves and who,
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in this case, are honourable, straightfor-
ward men, doing their work exceedingly
well. He next asks for information in re-
gard to the sinking funds and the special
provision which is made for the mainten-
ance of the water main and other por-
tions of the works. Although the hon,
nmember is not here just now I may, per-
haps be pardoned for explaining the
position as it is to-day. The original loan
of £2,500,000 carries a 3 per cent. sinking
fund. The additional eapital of £366.500
was obtained by re-appropriations and, of
course, it carries the sinking funds at-
tached to the loans under which the
money was raised. namely, 1% per cent.
and 1 per cent. Supplementary borrow-
ings from the Savings Bank amounted to
£371,000 earrying a 2 per cent, sinking
fund. The first and seeond aecounts, in-
cluding interest, are paid by the State,
and in 1908-9 they produced a defieit of
£81,000. TIn 1909-10 the deficit was
£43,000, which had to be made good by
the State out of eonsolidated revenue. For
this financial year it is estimated that the
amount will be a little fess, and the deficit
te be made good out of eonsolidated rev-
enue will be something hke £10,000,
Special reserves set aside to equalise
the ecost of acerning maintenanee ex-
penses now amount fo £53,000, and the
sum of £11,000 per annum has for some
years past been set aside for this purpose,
the purpose of relieving the heavy in-
creased maintenance of the mains and
plant in future years., As it gets older
the main requires more attention and more
money expended on it, and as I poinied
out, four years ago the cost of mainten-
ance was £22000, whereas last year it
was £30,000 or £5,000 more. That is
bound te go on year after year, therefore
we set aside this £11,000 to equnalise that
expeuditure. The present intention is to
continue to set aside at least £11.000 per
annom, and probably more if it can he
spared, for this pnrpose year after year.

Mr. Scaddan: Have you caleulated the
loss on the workings after making alt de-
ductions?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
all deduetions are made. The total amount
contributed from Consolidated Revenue to
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finance this scheme since its inception is
£878,200. Where then, I ask again, is the
evidence of a want of sympathy with the
mining industry or the people who reside
on the goldfields? Where the miner who
may be earrying on his operations 30 or
100 railes away from this Geldfields Water
Scheme has to find bis own water for the
purpose of treating the ore he breaks out,
and yet has, through the ordinary ehan-
nels of taxation, fo pay his proportion of
the amount which is made good out of
Consolidated Revenue, the person who
lives on the coast and who has no interest
whatever, probably, either in mining
or the water supply in connection
therewith, also has to find  his
propertion  of the amount contri-
buted out of (Consolidated Revenue 'o
make good the deficit. Where is the
evidence of lack of sympathy in what 1
have retailed to-night in eonnection with
these two cases, and these are the two
main points the member for Kalgoorlie
depends on to prove his statement that
the Government were out of sympathy
with the requirements of the goldfields.
Before leaving this aspect of the question
I want to point out that the administra-
tion of the Goldfields Water Scheme is
oue of no small magnitude and that it is
no childs play to ¢ontrol au administra-
tion of this size. It supplies not only the
mines for their operations at Kalgeoorlie,
Coolgardie, and Kanowna, hut it alse sup-
plies 12 principal towns, 14 townships,
and 14 farming extensions. eomprising in
all some 40 retieulation systems of whieh
all but eight ave outside the goldtields
distriets. Surely if the administration is
so bad we would bave complaints from
all these different centres, we would have
people erving cut here and there that the
management was had and that some alter-
ation should he made in the adminisivation
of the department. But we have no evi-
dence of that. we have no complaints as
tn  the administration outside the enld-
fielda, and very little from the uoldfields.
that is fram those who are directly
consumer=. [ believe that the Minister
for Mines on one saceasion agreed to re-
ceive a deputation but no ene turned up
at the appointed time to ventilate the
grievances.

(ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. O’Loghlen: A deputation at Leo-
nora agreed te meet a Minister but the
Minister did not turn up.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is absolutely incorrect. [f anyone las auy
ground for complaint in regard to that
Leonora episode it is the Minister of the
Crown for the diseourtesy meted out to
him. After having sent a message to the
mayor that he was voing to weet him, the
Minister went out of his way to drive
some two or three miles into Leonora al
bight, but his worship the mayor and the
councillors wonld not meet the Minister.

Mr. Loghlen: They went to meet vou.

The MINISTER FOR WORKSY: They
did nothing of the sort. The only ar-
rangement I had was a wire from the
mayor asking if I would receive a depu-
tation when I went to Teonora with His
Txeellency the Governor en route to
Sandstone. I rveplied that I would make
arrangements on my arrival. The mayor
knew that the Governor and myself
were guests of the manager of the Sons
of (iwalia mine at Gwalia. 1 told
the member for Leonora that T
wonld see when I arrived at Gwalia
what arrangements had been made, When
I arrived at Gwalia 1 saw Mr, MceDermott
who said. “There is no one to meet vou
at Leonora. T have seen the mayor; he
has accepted an invitation to dine at my
house with the Governor and yourself at
seven o'clock, and he says he will do all
he wants there after dinner.” On that
showing could I do anything else but go
with Mr, Mc¢Dermott and His Exeellency
the Governor? We waited dinner for 20
minntes for the mayor, but the mayor did
not put in an appearance. Instead, a
enrt note came saying lie could not attend,
and that he had been to the station to
meet the Minister. I immediately asked
Mr. MeDermott to send a note saving T
recretted there had heen any misunder-
standing and that T would be in at =z
quarter past nine to meet the mavor and
eovncillors. I drove in accordingly and
asrertained that the note had Deen de-
livered to fhe mayor, but that he thonght
it infrn dig. to wait for me, and he went
to the pictures instead. I did not see
him that night. and T had to go back to
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Gwalia. 1 want to know who was the
aggrieved person, the mayor with his
eouncillors, the member for Leonora, or
the Minister for Works, aeting as Pre-
mier? 1 was pointing out the magnitnde
of this water schemme, If there is any-
thing seriously wrong with the adminis-
tration, surely we would have complaints
from those supplied with water in addi-
tion to the goldfields. But that is not so;
we have not these complaints. In every
case with regard to the farming exten-
sions, of which there is a great number,
before an extension is provided we have
a guarantee for 10 years from the farmers
against the cost of the reticulation put in
for their purpose, and they have to lodge
substantial prepayments half-yearly in ad-
vance against the water supplied to them,
these prepayments ranging from £2 to £35
per individual, But no complaint is made
from these agricultural centres. They
realise it is a hoon to get this water; and
if they are safisfied with the price they
willingly give the wuarantee and make
these prepayments in advance, the same
as are asked for on the goldfields in con-
nection with the mining industrv. The
inereased consumption in the districts
apart from the goldfields during the past
year has been nearly 12 per cent., and
nolwithstanding the increased prices dur-
ing the last nine months, arranged last
year at the conference 1 have referred to,
and the alleged restricted eonditions which
have bheen made the bone of ecriticism

ayainst the Government, the increased
consumption  for mining  purposes
during 1909-10 was over 40 million
gallons, This does mnot look as
thongh the administration was put-

ting undue or oppressive restrictions
on the consumers. T would like to ask
whether those gentlemen who negotiated
the inereased price with me eould he
classed as foolish when they agreed to a
clanse which was shown to them as essen-
Hal to proteet the revenue of the depart-
ment !} Surely if these mine managers,
with all the acumen they undoubtedly pos-
sess and their business ability. thought so
badly and so strongly of that clause.
which the member for Kalwoorlie has
rnaade so much of, they would have re-
sented it heing pnt into their azreement
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and would have refused to sign an agree-
ment with that clanse in. The next mat-
ter on which the hon. member makes a
great mouthful and on which 1 regret to
say he shows lamentable ignorance, is that
of finance, more particularly in connection
with the Savings Bank. He alleves
waste, and he is going to set the financial
affairs of the State straight through the
investment of Savings Bank funds. FHe
used very strong language in connection
with that. He said it was nevertheless
true but searcely credible that althongh
for money rveceived in the Savings Bank
the depositors were paid three per vent.
by the Government, yet that money was
how going to the Assoeiated Banks for
one per cent.; in other words that the
Government’ were waking a loss of two
per cent.; also that to-day the Assoviated
Banks had £200,000 of State money secat-
tered among them bearing interest at one
per cent., while we were borrowing on the
London market and paying 3% per cent.
And he used that as an aroument that we
were cutting down our c¢harity votes and
oar hospitals and that we were siriking
home to the closer sense of the people.
Let me point out how erroneons the hon.
member is and how ignorant he is on the
subject.

Mr. Heitmann: That is what we used
to point out.

Mr, Walker: You used to put him up
to reply to us.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
was on legal questions. I usunally reply to
financial questions myseif, Let me put it
clearly before the House, because it is
well that members and the people should
know the exact position of the Savings
Bank. The surplus cash of the Savings
Bank is lodged with the Western Austra-
lian Bank and has notking to do with the
Asrociated Banks; the account is kept at
the Western Australian Bank. On the
first £100,000, interest is allowed by the
bank at 3 per cent.. and nof one per cent.
as the hon. member says. On the sefond
£100,000 lying at the Western Australian
Bank to the eredit of the Savings Bank,
we get 1'% per cent. Trre it is that under
the agreement made with the bank they
conld demand that half of the £200,000
be placed at fixed deposit for 12 months
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at 3 per cent., and the other half at fixed
deposit for six mouths at 1'% per cent.,
but that has not been done. The interest
at 3 per cent. and 11% per cent. is paid

g0 long as the amount to the
credit of the Savings Bank is not
below £200,000. There is a clause

in the agreement enabling the bank
to demand three months' notice of with-
drawal for this £200,000; but as for the
balance of the fund, which bears one per
cent. interest, it can be withdrawn, not-
withstanding what the hon. member says,
at any time at call for Savings Bank pur-
poses. [If the Treasurer wishes to with-
draw any sums to meet demands of the
depositors in the Savings Bank for re-
payment he can withdraw at any time. 1f
on the other hand, he wants to withdraw
over £20,000 for other purposes he must
give 30 days’ notice. We bave at present
in the Western Australian Bank a eredit
of £650,000. There is not, therefore,
£200,000 scattered broadeast among the
Associated Banks at one per cent. as
allezed by the member for Kalgoorlie

Mr. Bolton: There is over £400,000 at
one per cent. according to your fipures,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
have £450,000 at one per cent. at eall
which ecan be drawn upon in ease of need.

Mr, Holman: It is bad business.

Mx. Jaeoby: That is purely Savings
Bank money?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes;
but is it bad business? The deposits in
the Savings Bank amount te 31% millions
of money to-day. It is a moot question
as to what is considered a safe margin
to be beld at all; that is, a e¢ash reserve
to meet the calls of our eclients in the
Savings Bank with 3% millions depos-
ited. I have maintained that 10 per cent.
is sufficient, and that it ought not to go
below 10 per cent, with the safegnards
we have in our (Government Savings
Bank Act by which we ean insist on hav-
ing one month’s notice of withdrawal up
to £50 and three months’ notice of with-
drawal of over £30. Of course that is
never aeted npon but it is there. For in-
stance, for the year ending the 30th June,

[ASSEMBLY.]

1909, which was the finish of my temn
of office as Treasurer, the amount of th
cash reserve in the Western Australiar

Bank to total liabilities of the Sav
ings Bank equalled 12 per cen:
During the present year we haw

had a larze accession of deposits owing
to the liberalisation of the Act. Mone
has been rolling in, vntil we find th
amount of eash reserve to total liabilitie
on the 30th June, 1910, was 17 per cen
Of course the ordinary banks held mud
larger rveserves than that; they heold
percentage of eash and bullien
liabilities which wvaries in  Aunstrali
from 39 per cent to 83 per cent.
the average for the Commonweal!
being 52 per cent.; and the Banl
of England, I would remind hon. mem
bers. has been as high in its reserve a
63 per cent., and has never since 186
gone below 30 per cent of its deposits
T admit at once that there is no analog
between the Savings Bank and those trad
ing institutions, for the reason that w
have the safepuard in the ease of th
bank that we ean insist upon notiee beiny
ziven hefore depositors are allowed t
withdvaw. T take exeeption to the state
meni made by the member for Kalgoorli
that if inguiry were made it would h
found that this money, this £200,000 kb
talks ahout. hut which refers to £530,001
as I have explained, was not at eall.
said that the very most the Governmen
coutd obtain if they were fo exercis
their full right wonld be £50,000, an
that for the balancve they would have t
give notice not of weeks but of months
There iz a statement to make to thi
House and the publie. 1 have shown tha
to-day we counld demand €450,000, if th
Savings Bank required it, from th
Western Australian Bank.  True, the
might have some difficulty in finding it
but we have the power to demand it, an
so long as there is a sovereign or an;
bullion in the bank we eould obtain pay
oment. The hon. member was not con
tent with making this misstaiement, bu
said we were not entitled to eall up mor
than one-quarter or one-fifth of th
amount deposited except on long noticc
The member for Swan I think it was wh
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interjected. “You would dispense with
the reserve”! And the hon. member for
Kalgoorlie replied, “I wouald not keep
the reseive at such a low figure.” On the
one hand, e blames the Government fur
having money on hand to meet clains
made by Saviugs Bank depositors, and
an the other haud he says we should make
j* more. 1 bave never heard of such an
gttitude being taken up by any member
of this Hon=e wlhen speaking on the
hnaneial question.

Mr. Heilminn : He desired youn to eamn
more money on it

Mr. Geupwe: Show

would do it

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. memher brought this question in for
the purpose of attacking ns for not
having been more economical. He saud
alzo—

him  how yun

While this is suppesed to he good
finance it is snggzested that we ave justi-
fied in economising in small sums in
country disteiets, entting off hospitals,
redueing charity grants; in fact, every-
thing that strikes home to the closer
sense of the people; while this is being
done money is being wasted as 1 in-
dicate.

Sueh was said by a man who professes to
have knowledge of the suhbject he is dis-
cussing, The means by which he sng-
gests the finances eould he put right is
that the QGovernment should evect a
building at a cost of £10,000 or £50,000
s0 as to have all the public departments
under one roof, and he goes on to say
that if this were done a saving of £2,000
a year would bhe effected on the rent-
als now being paid. A school boy
would he able to calculate that if such
a sum were borroewed at 3% or 334 per
cent,, the imterest together with the cost
of raising the loan and of paying the
sinking fund, would be at least as much as
the estimated saving of £2,000 a vear. His
ideas are wonderful. but they do not
mean mueh. He knows the Government
have long had un hand a scheme for
housing all the departments together if
only they can get hold of the hlock of
buildings, portion of which are oecupied
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by the Postal Department and another
portion by the Maunicipal Counecil of
Perth. This is a ease in which we shounld
hasten slowly. We do not wan{ to make
a mistake now, The Commonwealth
anthorities have given notice to return
the postal bunildings to the State, and we
have agreed to take them back. The
municipal council want to get out of the
town hall buildings if only they can ob-
tain a suitable site elsewhere. There-
fore it is worth the while of the Govern-
ment to wait, to hasten slowly, so that
when the work is undertaken of housing
all the departments on that bloek of
buildings a good job can be made of it.
Mr. Angwin: Yon are spending
£15,000 on new offices for the Stores De-
partment, whereas you have buildings at
Fremantle empty. )

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Fremantle provided the member for Kal-
zoorlie with ancther eause of complaint
agxainst the Government. He suggested
we were spending too much money at
Fremantie. A huge wheat harvest is ex-
pecied this year for shipment to the
markets of the world, and he suggested
that we had not given proper considera-
tion to the question of shipping wheat in
bulk. T want to poiot out how wrong his
assertion was. Before a system of ship-
ping grain in bulk can be adopted, before
the system in vogue can be altered, many
maiters have to be taken into considera-
tion. I would remind members that in
South .Australia, Victoria, and New
South Wales, which Siates have been
shipping vast quantities of wheat for
many years past, the question is still one
of investization. Tn Soutb Australia the
question of bulk handling of wheat has
been under considevation for the past 20
vears, and the authorities there have not
been able to come to a eonclusion as to
whether the system is practicable, so far
as that State is concerned. From that it

is easy for one to understand why we

should not come to a conelusion o this
case immediately. We have to face this
position: Last year we had great de-
lays in the despateh of vessels with wheat
froor the harbour at Fremantle. Our
harvest this year promises to he mueh
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in exeess of what it was last vear, and if
that proves to be the vase we shall be
exporting double the quantity we did last
season, Theretore, something had to be
done immediately, and we faced the difi-
enley in order that we should not be
eaught napping. but be ready to handle
the wheat next harvest. Not only was
there the necessity to provide facilities ot
Fremantle, but there was also the ques-
tion of buving rolling stock. That also
was faced, and orders have heen placed,
both with the Government workshops
and at Rocky Bay. We hope by this
means to be able io carry the large shiyp-
ments of wheat over our railways. Tle
system which is heing installed at Fre-
mantle is the most up-to-date of all
known in the Commonwealth. All the
faults that applied to the principle of
haz elevators and appliances, and which
have been disenvered by those engaged
in the work in the asiern States, have
been remedied in connection with the
system now being installed in Fremantle,
and we hope that we shall have a most
up-to-date plant suited to the methods
adopted by our farmers at the present
day and by our railway system. To
carry out the bulk system in a proper
manner it would mean., not only that
proper wazgons wonld have to he eum-
strueted and provided by farmers for
getting their wheat to the various rail-
way stations, but there wonld also have
to be constructed proper railwav wag-
gons, grain-proof, to carry the wheat over
the system. In addition, at every siding
or station where supplies of wheat were
delivered, there would have to be
speeial aecommodation for  handliug
wheat in bulk, and that accommodation
would have to he of such magnitude n=
to enable the farmers to store their
wheat if they had not ships waiting fo
send it to, or were awaiting better wmar-
kets, or if they did not want to send it
on at that time.

Mr. Bath: The greater production will
compel you to do all these things.

. The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
but not at the present moment. It can-
not be done in five minutes. The system

[ASSEMBLY.]

has not been adopted in Canada exclu-
sively yet.

Mr. Murphy: They have never done
it in California vet.

Mr. Troy: How much bas (‘alifornia
produced?

Mr. Murphy: The most in America,
while T was at sea,

Mr. Taylor: You are always at sea.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Here is anovther aspect of the case. Sup-
puse we had applianees for bulk hand-
ling at Fremantle or any other port, we
would then bave to get speecial trucks
constrncted, whereas now we can use any
sort of truck, from the covered-in van
to a eattle truek, for earrying the wheat
in bags. There would also be the neces-
sity for having steamers specially fitted
up fer the traffie. Under the Board of
Trade regulations, they would have to
fit up the vessels with small eompart-
wents. as they arve not allowed to earvy
wheat in bulk in open holds. Sueh ves-
sels cannot earry general cargo such as
rails and heavy machinery. to any great
extent on the outward passage, therefove
they must look to the homeward passage
as a souree of revenue. The faet that it
hias not been proved that wheat ean be
properly earvied in bulk through the Suez
Canal or via the Cape, together with
the other reasons T have given, provides a
sufficient answer to the statements made
hy the memher for Kalgoorlie. The Gov-
ernment neted in a practical way. 8o
=oon as we realised that we might have to
face a very mmeh larger export of wheat
this season than last., we took the matter
in hand and did what was best in our
jndegment. on the advice of the officers
of the Harbour Trust, to provide those
facilities which will go a long way to-
wards cheapening the cost of shipment
and enable our farmers to compete with
those who grow wheat in other paris of
the Commonwealth. There is another
fuestion T have been called very severely
to aecount for by the member for Kal-
gnorlie: Lhat of the Fremantle election.
T have already oceupied some time in
answering fhe eriticisins whieh have heen
passed upon my department. This was
neceszary in defence of the officers of the
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department, and I am the last man in
the world to allow my officers to be at-
tacked unjustly without standing np and
defending them. If there be one matter
1 thought I had reason to be proud of fo
some extent during my brief oecupaney
of the Premier’s office, during the Pre-
mier’s absence in London, it was the re-
sult of the Fremantle election, Another
was the action I fook, and promptly, in

eonnection with the Transeontinental
railway.
Members: Oh!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
course members say “Ob.”” Members are
entitled to their opinion, and I hope ii
will be based on sounder premises than
those which resuited in the charges made
by the member for Kalgoorlie. With re-
gard to the Fremantle eleetion I would
like to know what aet of mine or my col-
leagues was so  disgraceful as to call
down the condemnation of the member
for Kalgoorlie in connection with that
matter., He mentioned the matter twice;
onee at the opening of his remarks, and
again during this eoncluding remarks.
He implied that something wrong bad
taken place. He said we had gone 1o
Fremantle to eurse the candidate and had
remained to bless him. I give that an
absolnte and unqualified denial. Before
I went to Fremantle to address a meet-
ing on behalf of the hon. member who
gits in this Flonse I knew that he had
been selected to contest that election
against a Labour memher. The only
action I tock was to ask those of onr way
of thinking politically to see that only
one contested the election against the
Labour eandidate hon. members opposite
put up to win the seat. I am happy to
think that my efforts and persnasions
were available and were acceded to on
that oceasion. The resull of asking them,
‘not dictating to them, to select their own
man was that they were patriotic enongh
to sabmit their names to a selection com-

miftee, and the choice fell on the hon.

member who rvepresents Fremantle at the
presenpt time. He it was who obtained the
confidence and support of & great ma-
jority of the eleetors of Fremantle. I
want to make a few remarks with rezard
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to the Traoseontinental railway guestion
which members opposite, or some of them,
have had such a lot to say about. If I
understand fully the feelings of the late
leader of the Opposition, he has declarsd
that he has perfeet contidence in the pre-
sent Administration of Federal affairg,
and that be is qunite prepared to sit back
and wait unlil the Government builds the
raitway. 1 am not going to blame him
for possessing tbat faith, but he must

"pardon me when I say that I believe a

responsible Minister has no right to have
sueh implicit faith as that in the party
in power in connection with a matter
which is of sueb vital importance to
Western Australia. It is passing strange
that those members that have eondemped
any actions have never said one word in
explanation or in support of the attitude
of the Minister for Home Affairs when
he propeunded

Members: Oh !

Mr. O’'Loghlen: I did.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : BEx-
cept the member for Forrest, when the
Minister for Home Affairs propounded
that preposterons proposal that this State
should give up a large slice of its territory
in return for the construction of ihe rnil-
way. The member for Forrest says, “Of
comrse we would give up the territory.”
As far as T am concerned I say unhesi-
tatingly that there is a large majority of
the people in Western Australia who
would pever covntenance any such action.
I am satisfied that the aetion T took on
that oceasion stopped the land grab pro-
position which was promptly repudiated
by the Prime Minister.

Opposition Members: Oh !
{Several interjections.]
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I

wonld like to know, Mr. Speaker, who it
is that is addressing the Honse.

Mr. SPEAKER: I must ask hon. mem-
bers to refrain from interjecting in this
manner. Jt is impossible for Hansard to
take a proper report of the proceedings
while there is =0 mueh interraption.

The MINTISTER FOR WORKS: Let
me point out that this matter is mneh
More serions——
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Mer. Seaddan: Will you tell me what the
Premier promised in connection- with this
railvay?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Premier promised that ecertain rentals
from pastoral leases along the route of
the railway should be set apart towards
any loss in the working of the railway.
What does the hon, member say it is that
the Premier said?!

Mr. Seaddan: The papers say that the
Premier promised the revenune from a
strip of land 25 miles on either side of
the proposed route for all time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : If
the papers said such a thing then they are
making a howling mistake.

Mr. Seaddan: That statement was pub-
lished in the West .lustralian and was
never denied.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
know exactly what the Premier said. The
position with vepard to the railway is
this. T made a proposition to the Sonth
Austratian Government. and T received a
reply which T was prepared for. I do
not know that a disenssion on this mat-
ter will tend to belp the subjeet forward.
but I may as well tell members what
happened. I veceived a reply that the
Federa! Government had agreed to intro-
duee a Bill to acowmire the Northern Terri-
tory, and that they had agreed to carry
¥ through. aud, therefore, ax that Bill
provided for the construetion of (the
Transeontinental railway to Western Aus-
tralia there would not be any need to take
action as indicated. I published that
reply at the time. T then immediately re-
plied asking for the terms of the Northern
Territory Acquisition Bill, or that I should
be told the main features of it, so that
T might be in the position to understand
what it was that was going to he passed.
Then it was pointed out that the measure
was similar to that whieh had been pre-
sented by the previous Government, A
copy of the Bill was forwarded to me.
and I found in it that there was one small

elanse whieh referred to the Transeontin- -

ental railway to Western .\ustralia. a
clanse which stated that. “the Common-
wealth mayv construct or canse to he con-
structed a line from Port Angusta to the
West Anstralian boundary of South Aus-
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tralia.” Every other clause in the Bill re-
ferred to the Northern Territory, and
everything in connection with South Aus-
tralia was referred to in the clauses as
“shall” be done. The Commonwealth en-
ters into a hard and fast compact that it
will construet the railway, that it will take
over certain territory and all the liabilities
in connection with it, that it will take
over the existing railway from Port
Darwin to Pine Creek. and take over the
railway system from Qodnadatta to Port
Augusta with all the accrued liabilities in
connection with the working of the sys-
tem. The deficiencies amount to a large
sum of money. Further on the Bill states
that the Government shall complete the
connection by building a railway south
from Pine Creek through South Austra-
lian territory to eouple up with the line
which ends at Qodnadatta. It also pro-
vides that the overland telegraph line has
to be taken over to a certain extent, and
that altogether there is a liability of bet-
tween five and six millions sterling which
the Commonwealth mupst take over, and
of which Western Australia must provide
its proportion. In addition extra works
are to be construeted and these will run
into another five or six millivns sterling.
aceording to Senator MeGregor, who in-
trodueed the Bill into the Senate. The
total expenditure in connection with this
measure, which is still before the Federal
Parliament, will be something like
£10,250.000. and Western Australia will
have to bear its proportion of it. If the
State has not to find the eapital itself it
will have to bear a proportion of the in-
terest and sinking fund on the moneys
which must be borrowed to earry out the
effect of the measure. We have on the
other hand the faet that the Federal Gov-
ernment is against the idea of raising loan
funds. at any rate. as far as such works
as the Northern Territory are concerned.

Mr. Bath: No.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
may raise loan funds for the eonstruction
of the railway.

Mr. Bath: And in connection with the
acquisition  of the Northern Territory
they bave practieally stated that they re-
gard it as one of the greatest assets in the
pussession of the Commonwealth.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As I
understand the prineciples of the Labour
CGlovernment they have declared emphati-
cally against the use of loan funds for
any work not directly reproductive. It
eannot be said that the development and
the opening ap of the Northern Territory,
which has been such a drag, and has
proved such a loss to South .Anusiralia
for years past, is going to be reprodue-
tive.

Myr. Bath: Sounth Australia has had no
policy in connection with it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
want to point out that South Australia
has dene her best in connection with the
Northern Territory. That State bas built
hundreds of miles of railways, established
a port, and endeavoured to open up the
mining fields there, and she has had what
hon. members opposite objeet to, Chinese
labonr working on the mines. If South
Australia has not been able to make a
suecess out of all that what will the Com-
monwealth Government do? Anyhow, the
prospect is not too alluring, But what I
want to point out is, if that railway line
he construeted, and it will be constructed
on the passage of this measure, it
will be built before any action is
taken in connection with the West
Australtan  railway. One is the law
of the Commonwealth and the other an
unwritten promise to a State, 1f that
Northern Territory line is constructed, and
if it is deviated into Queensland, and
every effort is heing made in that divec-
tion, New South Wales will also make an
effort to couple np with it, and the time
will assuredly come when we will have to
fight for the retention of the mail boat
service on the Southern coast. As sure
as we are standing here, with the vast
population of three and a half millions
on the Eastern side of Australia against
a mere handful of 300,000 in the West,
the time will come when those people will
secure the calling of the mail boats at
Port Darwin instead of at Fremantle. T
do not want to be an alarmist, but I want
hon. members 1o understand what is pas-
fing throveh my mind. and what we have
to safezuard this State against. We must
stand ftogether lo =ee that Western Aus-
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tralia is not more isolated than she is at
the present time.

Mr. Bath: Will the Minister reply to
one question; why did not these things
strike the Government when. Mr. Deakin’s
party introduced the same Northern Ter-
ritory Bill?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There was never any suggestion that we
should give these millions of acres of land
to have the ratlway constrneted.

Mr. Bath: The same provisions are in
the Bill now that were in it when Sir
John Forvest was a member of the Minis-
try.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T
have only seen the Bill just recently for
the first lime.

My, George: How muel are the South
Australian Government to give?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
South Australian Government are asked to
give the same as Western Australia was
asked, namely 25 miles on either side of
the line. Hon. members have taken me
to task for saring that Western Anstralia
wonld build that line. T repeat rather
than have that construetion delayed for
two or three years longer, let alone 10
vears as will probably he the ecase, I
would pledpe Western Australia to build
it. T am satisfied that the line would he
a payable proposition very soon after its
completion, and I am satisfied from in-
quiries that T have made during the past
few months that we could build that rail-
way on a 4ft. 815in. gauge, equip it, and
find a plentiful supply of water along
the ronte for a million and a balf of
monex. [ am satisfied also that I could
yun thar line for not more than a loss,
over and above working expenses and
interest on capital, of £25,000 per an-
num. And I am hacked up by the ex-
pert officers of my department in my
opinion that that loss of £25,000 per an-
num would very scon disappear, and that
in a eouple or three years the railway
would be self-supporting. Yet we are
asked to gzive up 14V million acres of
monid pastoral land in returnm for that
line, and we are told also that the Com-
monwealth Government may tax us fo
consiruet the railway out of revenne. I
never before heard such a preposterous
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asvertion. If Low, members are honest
in their advoeacy of the interesis of
Western Australia, if they are true re-
presentatives of the welfare of the State,
they oneht to bhack up the Government
in their stand in couneetion with this
most intportant matter.

AMr. Taylor: Will South .\usiralia do
lier share?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Does
the hon, member think that Sonth Aus-
tralia cares twopence abont the railway?
I #o noi think he does. No long as
South Australia e¢an get her Northern
line and get her Northern Territory taken
over by the Commonwealth in ovder that
she might be relieved of this great in-
enbos, this losing railway system. she
will care little about our line. And in
the Bill she will not only give up the
railway system of the Northern Terri-
tory but the Commonwealth undertakes
to take off her hands the railway to Port
Augusta, which represents some two mil-
lions of money, and also rake over the
telegraph lines through the Northern Ter-
ritory—take over, in faet, alt the had
“specs” of the South Australian Govern-
ment. In the cirenmstances. ean it be
expected that Sonth Ausiralia wounld
care twopence about the construetion of
the Trans-Austraban vailway 7 And
this, surely, is in support of my argu-
ment that onece that railway system is in-
stalled, if we do not fight for Western
Australian interests the next thing will
be the running of the mail boats around
the Northern coast. The masses of the
Eastern States are going to be looked
after first. In the words of the Prime
Minister, and I thank him for his frank
declaration, the construetion of this
Trans-Australian railway is part of the
programme of his Admimstration: yet
he is going to wndertake the duty that
comer first and is pearest to hand. The
duty nearest to his hand is the duty to
tastern Australia, and the development
that is going to take place first is the de-
velopment which will isolate Western
Australia ten times bevond the isolation
which exists at the present time.

Mr. Seaddan: Seeing that you know
that South Australia will not undertake
her share in constrmcting the Trans-
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Australian railway, why this paragraph
in His Excellency’s Speech?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
paragraph states a fact. It states that
Western Aunstralia has entered into nego-
tiations with Sonth Australia.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Put a test mofion be-
fore the House,

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I
am prepared to make the construction of
the Trans-Ansivalian railway a  test
question at the next elections. 1 am
quite willing to let the State as a whole
decide it at the next elections. May I
he permitted to say briefly that T depre-
cate the evident desire of some members
to cast. shall T say, contempt, on the
efforts the Premier made on behalf of
the State during his  recent visit to
London. Now, T think it is fitting that
we. 05 wembers of this Chamber, should
sive eredit to whom eredit is due, and I
realisc that the DPremier worked like a
valley slave from the time he left the
shores of Western Aunstralia until the
day lie returned. He worked hard for
the Stare while in England, and the very
fact that he was so well received goes to
prove his ability in the advocacy of the
interests of Western Australia. Why
should the member for Albany, for in-
stance, say that the Premier had gained
an honour at the expense of the country?
Why, bless my heart and soul, if the
Premier could not do more good for the
country than ecould possibly be repre-
sented by the paltry sum spent on his
visit—if we could not secure the return

of at least £1,000 for every ten
pounds so spent, [ should say his
time was wasted and he had better
have stopped at home. But I am

satisfied that he has done excellent wurk.
T am satisfied the result has been already
of great benefit to Western .Aunstralia in
the number of people that have come fo
saftle on our lands, and I am satistied
that the benefit still to accrue to Western
Australia is guing to be——

Mr. Johnson: The tramway com-
pany is getting it to-day in the shape of
immigrant “black-legs.’”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: How
unfair the hon. member is. He has the
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audacity to say that *black-legs” are
poing to work on the trams, when he
knows that his own members have severed
their connection with the eompany and
withdrawwn theiv deposits.

Mr. Scaddan: “Seabs” are going to
work.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS:

‘What vight has the hon. member to use
30 objectionable a term as “seabs”? Af-
ter the member for Guildford has drawn
his own men off and dispersed them, are
no others to have the rtight to accept
employment from the company? Does the
hon. member want to coevce every one ..f
us into & trades union, so that we may be
led by the nose by the member for Guild-
ford, who has been the adviser of these
men right through? Now, as the hon.
member has not been suecessful, as his
advice has been wrong, according to those
whose duty it has been to review it—-

Mr. Brown: He speaks feelingly now,
seeing that his job as secretary has come
to an end.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Oh,
I was not aware of that. In that case,
of eoumrse, T will have nothing further tn

say on the point. But I object that
the hon. member should, when he
finds that his adviece has been faulty,

as testified to by the Judge who heard
the case——

Mr. Gill: He went out of his way lo
give a roling on a question not before
him,

An incident.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for
Balkatta has veflected on a Judge of the
Supreme Court; he mnst withdraw.

Mr. Holman: He stated a fact.

Mr. Gill: 1 simply said the Judge
gave an opinion on a question he was not
asked to deal with. ,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
distinetly said the Judge went out of his
way. I ask the hon. member to withdraw.
This is done in conformity with the rules
of the House, and I am going to admin-
ister them,

AMr, Taylor: May [ point out that the
hon. member was dealing with the Presi-
dent of the Arbiteation Court.
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My, SPEAKER: I am sure the hon.
member will withdraw. Tt is distinetly
laid down in our rules that no reflection
shall be made on the Judges.

Mr. Bath: I understand that precisely
the same statement was made in a jour-
nal  which appeared this afternoon.
There is no refleetion contained in the

remark that a Juodge has given an
opinion.
Mr. Jacoby: Let the Speaker settle it.
Mr., SPEAKER: The lLon. member

said the Judge went out of his way.

Mr. Bath: Well, if a Judge gives an
opinien in a case which is not affeeted,
he iz geing out of his way. and it is a
plain statement of fact rather than a
refleetion. Therefore I submit the hen.
member should not be called upon to
withdraw it.

Mr. SPEAKER: It was distinctly a
reflection on a Judge of the SBupreme
Conrt to say he weni{ out of his way to
give a eertain ruling, Our rules provide
that the Jndges shall not be reflected ou
in this Chamber, and I ask that the re-
mark be withdrawn.

Mr. Holman: On the peoint of order
raised by Mr. Bath, who referred to the
publieation  to-day of the negotiations
entered into between an individual and
the tramway company to show why they
could not run the trams, That case was
heard merely on affidavits. The publi-
cation referred to is as follows:—

During the progress of these nego-
tiations the action of MePherson versus
the company was heard in the Supreme
Court when Mr, Justice MeMillan i
giving judgment for the defendant
company deelared that the men were
strikers, adding that the Aet which
made striking an offence ought either
be struek off the statute-book or be
enforced.

That case was never heard before ihe
Couwrt. No evidenee was heard in eon-
nection with that case, and ne Judge las
the right to condemn men, and declare
them to be strikers, unheard.

Mr. Murphy: On the point of order.
1 heard the remarks of the hon, member.
I do not think he intended to reflect at all
upon the Judge concerned, But I also
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think that if his interjection bore that
impression, not only to you, Sir, but to
any other member of the House who is
tikely to take an objeetion to it, the hom.
member i< fair-minded enough to with-
draw the expression.

Mr. Troy: I feel a little concernsd
ahout this, because I remember that on
one oecasion I also made some remarks
here regarding a Judge of the Arbitra-
tion Court and you, Sir, were good
enongh to tell me personally that my ve-
marks were almost unparliamentary. I
wanl specially to thank you, because you
told me this personally outside the Cham-
ber. But I wounld like you to read the
Standing Ovder which does not permit
members to eriticise a Judge. Because
there have been many occasions in his-
torv of Judges acting wrongfully, We
do not stand up to justify the aets of
Judge Jefferies. May 1 ask you fo read
that ‘Standing Order for the guidanee of
the Honge.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1° am perfeetly
familiar with the Standing Order. T am
sure if the hon. member did not mean
his remark in the sense in which I under-
stood it, namely, as a refleetion, he will
say so; but that is the construetion I put
on his words, namely, that a Judge went
out of his way to do a wrong act. We
are all human and therefore likely to err,
and I am nof desirous that the hon. mem-
her should withdraw something he did
not mean to convey.

Mr. Scaddan: The hon. member did
not say that the Judge went out of his
way to give a judgment; he said “to ex-
press an oinion on a guestion about which
he was not asked.” Any Judge might do
thal, and any member might remark upon
it withont reflecting om the hounoar of the
Jndge or his ability on the hench.

The Premier: The hon: member who
tnade the remark in question is about the
last member in the Chambir tu say any-
thiny which would tend- to reflect on
the House in any way: and I feel sure
that in deference to your statement that
vou were under the impression he in-
tended to eonvey another meaning he will
express himself to that effect.
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Mr. Gill: J do not know low hou,
members took my remarks. I made them,
but they were not intended as a reflec-
tion at all.

Resumed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
conelusion let me sav that the Govern-
ment do not profess to control the ele-
ments and the harvests as has been sug-
gested by some speakers, more especially
by the member for Kalgoorlie We do,
however, ask members to believe that the
policy that has been initiated and earried
out with their support in this Parliament
has, at least achieved these heneficial re-
sults which all along were prophesied for
that policy by the Administration. We
do ask members to believe thai the im-
provement in the finaneial condition of
the State is dve in a very marked de-
gree to the policy which bas been inau-
gurated, and that the near future will
show the land settlement policy, together
with the provision for railway facilities
in our goldfields areas, to be bearing
those fruits which one looked for in the
days of depression in the State. I am
happy, indeed, to think that the State
has at last turned the corner, that our
finances are on the up-grade, that re-
munerative employment is to be found
anywhere in Western Australia by anyone
wishing to find i, and that we may look
forward to a continunation of those pros-
perous times which have now set in, I
hope, for many years to come.

Mr. MURPHY (in reply): In claim-
ing my right to reply T do nof intend to
take np many minutes. I was quite pre-
pared to forego my right had it not been
for what I consider the very unfair and
personal references made to me by at
least one or two members during this
dehate.  Before I deal with these re-
marks may I he permitted to brieflv con-
sratulate the member for Tvanhoe on his
election to the very hizh and responsible
position he fills? T believe it was the
member for Kalgoorlie who said that,
after the position held by the Premier as
Jeader of the Government, there is no
position in the House so vesponsible or
sn worthy of recognition as the one the
hon. member now holds. T suppose all
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of us must recognise what the presence
of a strong Opposition is to the good
aovernment of any couniry, and also the
creai pari in the good =overnment of
any country the leader of the Opposition
invariably plays; and although it is uot
o new idea as far as one State of Aus-
tralia is eoncerued, I would like it to be
new as far as actual practice in this
State is concerned that some financial
recompense shonld be made to the ocen-
pant of that position over and above the
miserable pittance he is now paid as an
ordinary member of Parliament. T again
congratulate the hon. member, and 1 hope
he will be spared many, many vears to
render good service in the position he
now ocenpies. During this debate every
member wha felt called on to refer to me
personally and fo the recent Fremantle
election has done so, with one exeeption,
in terms of friendly ecriticism. I admit
the language was severe, but the smile on
the face of the hon, member has been so
zenial that any sting in the language has
heen taken out. It remained, however,
for the member for East Fremantle to
introduce something of a decidedly un-
fair and grossly personal character.

Mr. Anpwin: But the truth.

Mr. MURPHY: Well, I will deal with
the truth. This hon. gentleman. this
very counsistent politician, this gentleman
who has never for one moment deviated
2 hair’s breadth from the pledge given
to his party when they elected him, stood
up and pointed out my inconsistency as
-regards some statements I made when I
was mayor of Fremantle, and said that
had be made statements of that characier
he would have been ashamed to have
stood in the House and supported the
GGiovernment with the language I used
when moving the Address-in-Reply.
What was the charge? The hon. mem-
ber read several things out of the files
of the West Australian, something about
a quotation I onee made nse of, one of
Lord Rosebery’s quotations. Another
extract he used was some remark that
we were not being dealt with fairly by
the Government when they reduneced ounr
munieipal subsidy on the one hand and
on the other hand took away from us, in
conjunction with all municipal bodies in
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ithe State, a right we enjoyed for many
years, that is the right to half the police
court fines But the gmreatest of all
charges against me was that T said while
1 was mayor of Fremantie that the ne-
gleet of the town hy the Government dur-
ing the Ilast few vears had been to the
detriment of Fremantle. .\nd then the
hon. gentleman strmek a most dramatie
attitude, “Faney an hon. member who
made these remarks only a few months
ago now supporting the Government!”
Whien I made those remarks T made them
becanse T conscientiously believed them
to he trne. It will surprise the hon.
member that from my place in the House,
and supporting the Government, I say
now I still believe them to be true, that
neither from this Government nor from
any preceding Government has Fremantle
received what she has a right {o expect
in return for what T eall a cruel, an un-
just, and an intended deadly blow that
the Forrest (Government gave her when
they took the workshops from there and
dumaped them down on the swamps at
Midland Junetion.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Roads and bridges !
Cannot get above it !

Mr. MURPHY: The hon. member got
in by roads and bridges, is here by roads
and bridges, and will be of no use when
roads and bridges are taken away. The
partienlar portion of Fremantle I have
now the honour to represent has, with one
solitary exception, always returned a sup-
porter to this side of the House. And I
was sent here as a supporter of what?
Not of the personnel of this Government,
but of their policy. Tt was expected from
me when I was elected by the people of
Fremantle what the Ministry, or any sec-
tion of the House, will always find me
prepared to de, that T should render a
firht when I think the interests of Fre-
mautle are being assailed. However,
whether I am guilty of inconsisteney or
not, the charge of inconsistency eonld
have come with far better grace from any
other member than from the member for
East Fremantle. No member on the Gov-
ernment sgide of the Honse bhas been so
fulsome in praise of the policy and per-
sonpel of the Government, in season and
out of season, as the member for East
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Fremantle has been; but if the whip was
to crack on the Opposition side of the
House, especially if bandled by my friend,
Mr. Taylor, the hon, member would prove
his consistency by trying to displace the
Government whose peaises he so loudly
sang. I admit this is only a general state-
ment. Let me give one absolute illustra-
tion of the hon. member’s consisteney, one
I know members opposite will appreeiate.
The member for East Fremantle was
elected on, and gave his pledged word to
support and do all he possibly couid to
have put upon the statute-beok, every
plank of the Labour party in Western
Australia, and one of those planks is in
regard to the reduction of the franchise
for the Upper House. What did the hen.
member do a few months ago? We had
an election for the West Provinee. The
candidates were the President, Mr. Briggs,
who fought his election wholly arnd solely
opposed to one penny reduction in the
franchise, and Mr. MeLaren. the town-
treasurer, who fonght his election by
agreeing to a reduction in the franchise
from £25 to £15. Now the member for
East Fremantle, who is so ready to peint
out my ineonsisteney, my opinions that T
expressed as mayor of Fremantle. which
to-night I re-assert—what did he do? We
find him so consistent tv his party and its
poliey that he gave all his influence to
Mr. Briggs, against the man who was
standing in the interests of one of the
planks of his party.

Mr. Angwin: Ouly a small portion of
it.

Mr. MURPHY: I am always prepared
to take, and I think any member of the
hon. memder's party is prepared to take,
a small portion of a policy, time after
time nntil the whole thing can be accom-
plished. )

Mr. Angwin: Did you not do the same
thing?

Mr. MCRPHY : 1 was chairman of Mr,
Briggs’s Sonth Fremantle committee; I
fought for Mr. Briges; I was prond when
I helped to have him returned; and the
knowledge that the member for Fast Fre-
mantle, in his own partienlar electorate,
was on the same side of the ficht as [ was
only econveyed to me the =ame satisfaction
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as would be conveyed to a general of an
army who knows thal sowme traitor has
come from the other side to help bhim. We
accepted the service; we despised the
giver,

Mr. Walker: Fremantle is divided.

Mr. MURPHY : Just about time. Dur-
ing the remarks of the lion. member the
Premier interjected to the effeet thai per-
haps 1 was making the remarks when
mavor of Fremantle, becanse 1T was look-
ing for a job. It appears to me that no
matter what side of the Flouse I might
be on I would still have been looking for
a job if L had not found one for myself,
That is all I wish to say as regards the
hon. member for East Fremantle. Torn-
inz for a few moments to the speech of
the member for Kalgoorlie, a speech
whiel was delivered with great eloguence,
and the most perfect grace of posture, a
speech which took one hour and three-
quarters to deliver, and eontained nothing
but most unfair criticism of the present
Government, I would point out that when
the present Government took office the
member for Kalgoorlie was, and remained
up to a few months ago, a member of it.
Not every member of the Honse is en-
dowed with the great intellizence the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie possesses in sneh a
very marked degree; not evers member
has had the advantage of sweh a Ligh
education, and sueh a professional train-
ing as he, and such knowledge tells very
much in a debate of this character. but
for that gentleman to indulge in cheap
sneering and rude remarks abouf the
“milk and water” utterances of other
members was beneath his dignity either as
a harrister, a member of this House, or
an ex-Minister of the Crown., T have yet
to know whether, when zll is said and
done, the brain and not the tongue does
not tell most in the good government of a
country; T have vet to know that the poor-
est debater in this House, the member
whao may find it most diffieult to convey
in words the thonghts his brain eon-
ceives, 1s hot as a legislator of as much
value to the State as the member for Kal-
goorlie. or any other member similarly
gifted. It was an inferesting study dur-
ing that hour gnd three-quarters to sit on
this side of the House and waieh the
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ocenpants of the benches opposite. Every
face was turned in the direction of the
hon. member for Kalgoorlie. Every Op-
position member listened to each word he
nttered with the most wrapt attention.
Any remark made whieh they thought told
against this side was received either with
langhter or eheers, and members opposite
recognised that in the hon. member they
had one whe, in expressing an opinion
against the Government, econveyed that
opioion in a better way than they counid
have done in, what that hon. member
called, their “milk and water” fashion.
‘While, however, they enjoyed that mem-
ber’s eriticisin of the Government fhey
must also remember that he was a eritie
of their side. The member for Kalgoorlie
gave his opinion of the only Labour Gov-
ernment that ever has had the honour to
sit on this side of the House, and briefly
his opinion was that the Labhour Govern-
ment never had any right to be there, that
they had remained in office longer than
they were entitled to, that one of the rea-
sons for their elinging on to office was
becanse of the emoluments their sop-
porters were receiving from the Royal
Commissions appointed during their term
of office. That is his opinion of the La-
bour Government. He suggested that
when they had gone to the country they
had not gone willingly and would not
have gone had they not heen kicked there.
The most conservative and biased member
in this House does not believe that those
opinions are true. So far as T am con-
cerued, and T believe I am speaking on
behalf of the majority of members on this
side of the Hounse, I may say that, differ
as we may as to the poliey or the methods
adopted by the party opposite, I am
uttering a simple truth without trying to
flatter, when T say that during the term
of office of the Labour Government their
conduct was actuated by as pure and hon-
ourable motives for the good of the whole
community as any other Government who
preceded them, and the same remarks will
apply if in the foture a Labour Govern-
“ment again gel into power. For a mem-
ber to make the speech the member for
‘Kalgoorlie did in Kaleoorlie. the speech
whieh bronght ahont his eleetion and the
defeat of the precent ‘han.. e sher for
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Guildford, a speeeh in which he made
charges be mwust have known as an hon-
curable man to be untrue, is hardly the
sort of thing one would expect from a
man whose siatements bon. members op-
posite were so ready the other night to
aceept.

Mr. Walker: He is on your side; not
ours,

Mr. MURPHY: I do not think he is.
I believe he started at this end of the
Treasury beneh, and gradually drifted
to the cross benches, and I helieve the
only diffieulty that exists about his going
over to the other side of the Honse is that
they would not have him there if he went.
T see no hope for the member for Kal-
goorlie but to make a little party of his
own in the gangway.

Mr. Troy : Have yon no recollection
of other politicians having somersaulted?

Mr. MURPHY : 1 have heard of one
named Ferguson—one of the Broken
Hill strike leaders—who somersanlted.
You do not call it a somersault that the
member for Kanowna took.

Mr., Walker: Where was my somer-
sault? Did I take a somersanlt?

Mr, MURPHY: Oh, none at all, ab-
solutely no somersault. You call it =&
somersault when a man leaves your party
and goes to another, but it is all right
when he goes to your party.

Mr. Holman: Yhat about the Attor-
ney General?

Mr. MURPHY: The member for Kal-
goorlie paid me marked attention in his
speech, and made special referenee to my
election. He congratulated me on the
faet that T had been elected, but qualified
that in a very marked degree. He said
the experience I had to undergoe in eon-
nection with that election, and the one
invmediately preceding it, was of such a
charaeter that T would not eare to under-
go it again. He went on to point out
that two Ministers had gone to Fremantle
for the express purpose of damning we
out of existence, but had remained to
shower blessings on my head. Then to
show his knowledge of the Bible, and to
iliustrate his meaning, he said that the

“only similar instance recorded in history

-was something to do with a relative of
Jhig ealled Balaam, whe had come to carse
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and remained to bless. All I have to say
s that Balaam’s example and actions
were tar more honourable, far more
manly, than the example of the member
for Kalgoorlie who came into this House
on this side to bless and remained long
enough to curse the party he was elected
to support. When he found he differed
so mnch from the Government and their
poliey that he was compelled to make
the speech he made the other night, it
was his duty to pgo to the electors of Kal-
goorlie and say that he had been elected
to the wrong pariy, and in faet that he
should not have been the man chosen at
all, but that Mr. Johnson shonld have
been elected.

Mr. Bath?
ns this—

Mr. MURPHY: Yes; tell you any-
thing for your edification.

Mr. Bath: Will the hon. member tell
us the exaet relationship of the member
for Kalgoorlie to the Government?

Mr. MURPHY: The hon. member can
make up any relationship he likes. A
great deal has been said during the course
of the debate owing to the faet that X
was finally seleeted as the Ministerial
eandidate for the Fremantle election, and
during the debate that election received
a prominence it is in no wise entitled to.
Had there not been so mueh eriticism,
it would not have received any notice at
all, but the reason why there has been
so much eriticism is that even the mem-
ber for North Fremantle would rather
have run his ¢andidate against Mr. Lynn
than against your bumble servant.

Mr. Bolton:
either of you.

Mr. MURPHY: Baut the hon. member
would rather bave run against both of us
than against one. I would just like to re-
couni what aectually took place in con-
neation with that election. Twenty-four
hours before the day of nomination T was
not certain whether I would nominate or
not.

Mr. Scaddan: You had a fair idea.

Mr. MURPHY: The people of Fre
mantle know the position exactly, and

Will the hon. member tell

I would run against
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are aware that ecertain matters might
have eventuated at any moment to keep
out my nomination. The moment the
writ was issued Mr. Lynn announced
himself as a Government supporter. He
natarally did what I or anyone eise
wonld do, and that was he went and saw
the members of the Government and tried
to get their support for his candidature.
I have Mr, Lynn’s authority to say that
the only prowise he got from the Gov-
ernment was that they wonld support
the man finaily selected as the Govern-
ment candidate.

Mr. Seaddan: Selected by whom?

Mr. George: You are letting ount =ll
the secrets.

Mr, Holman: Do not put the organi-
ser away.

Mr. MURPHY: He was not there.
I know I am somewhat labouring this
matter, but T wonld like to put it straight,
so far as the connection of the members
of the Ministry with the election is con-
cerned.

Mr. Troy:
planation.

Myr. MURPHY: Probably, but not so
much as some of the actions of the hom.
member, Two other gentlemen had come
into that contest and retired in favour
of Mr. Lynn. When 1 aonounced my
candidature the night before, negotia-
fions were immediately entered into be-
tween my eommittee and Mr. Lynn's
committee to see who had the best chance.
At noon on the day of the nomination
no finality having been reached, both of
us deposited our £25.

The action needs an ex-

Mr. Taylor: Then Grenike went
down.
Mr. MURPHY: Grenike had nothing

at all to do with it. Anyway, when
finality was reached, as the Minister for
Works has stated to-night, he knew nt
least two hours before he was ealled upon
to leave Perth that I was to be the can-
didate, and if he wished to damn me he
had no reason to go to Fremantle. 1 do
not see a face on the Qpposition benches
that I did not recognise at Fremantle in
the attempt that was made to keep me
out of the House. '
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Mr. Taylor: You never saw me ihere.

Mr. MURPHY: I saw the hon. mem-
‘ber there; e did not speak, but he got
in some quiet engineering work.

Mr. Troy: Will the hon, member ex-
plain his association with the licensed

vietnallers who claimed him as their
direet candidate?
Mr. MURPHY: 1 absolutely give

that a denial; and if any hon. member
«¢an prove that T am the direet representa-
tive of the Licensed Viciuallers’ Assu-
«iation in this House I will resign to-
morrow.

Mr. Taylor: They say so.

Mr, MURPHY: They do not say so;
if they do I give it a denial here.

Mr. Bolton: It will be read out from
their own Gazette.

Mr. MURPHY: 1 do oot take their
Gozette. The hon. member wust be a
better customer of theirs than I am if Le
reads their Fazette. I have nothing more
1o say except to move the adoption of
the Address-in-Reply,

Question put and passed; the Address
adopled.

ANJOURNMENT—RAILWAY

ING, MEEKATHARRA.
PREMIER (Sir Newton .J.
I move—

OPEN-

The
Moore) :

That the House al ils rising adjourn
until £.30 p.m. on Tuesday nert.

My. HEITMANN {Cue): 1 certainly
think an explanation is due to the House
for the adjournment over to-morvow. {
cannot see the neecessity. even though a
number vf members are going away, fo
take part in a function connected with
the opeping of 20 miles of vailway. for
the House to miss one sitting.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margarei): T
think the member for Cue, if ke looks
into the matter, will realise that a num-
ber of members are going away to-mor-
row afternoon fo take part in the fune-
tion connected with the opening of the
railway to Meekatharra, and as the next
business on the Notice Paper consists of
moving second readings of Bills it is well
that all memmbers shonld be present.
That is my reason for not opposing the
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motion  for the
Tuesday.

Question put and passed.

adjournment until

House adjourned at 9.50 pom.

Legislative Hssembly,
Tueeday, 23rd August, 1910.

Paug
Election veturns, Beverley . 389
Popers presented ... ... 889
Urgeney motion, Perth Tramway Trouble .. 389
Privilege : Summonses served on Members ... 408

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m.. and read prayers.

ELECTION RETURN—BEVERLEY.
The (lerk announced the return of
writ for the eleetion of a member for
Beverley showing that Mr. N. W. Harper
had heen duly elected.
Mr. Harper took and subscribed the
vath and sigined 1he members’ roll.

PAPERS PRESENTED
By the Minister for Mines: Papers in
connection with the Collie Coal Mines
Aceident Reliet Pund (ordered on mo-
tion by Mr. A, A\ Wilson).

CRGENCY MOTION—PERTH TRAM-
WAY TROURLE.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received from
Mr. Seaddan the following notiee of mo-
tion for the adjournment of the Honse.
which I shall first read and then submit
to the Honse in aceordance with Standing
Order 47:—%1 desire to move the ad-
journment of the House in order to draw
attention to the condact of the authorities
in the present tramway trouble.”

Beven members having reen in their
places,



